CLASS: SOAN 114: Modern Families
Assignment: 
SHIFTING ATTITUDES ON THE SECOND SHIFT: An analysis of women and work 
Professor: Liz Raleigh

Description
In this sociology of the family assignment, students will investigate whether and how public attitudes regarding women and work changed over the past 25 years. Data are derived from the 1988 General Social Survey (GSS), a longstanding survey of American's attitudes. Using the Survey and Documentation Analysis (SDA) tool, you will be able to analyze statistical data without using specialized software. Based on your findings, you and your group will write a short report and create a mini-poster on your research to present to the class. 

Learning goals of this group assignment:
· Teach students how to examine and make sense of social survey data
· Develop a historical context for how attitudes towards women and work have evolved over time
· Improve skills writing, presenting, and speaking about numbers
· Foster connections among students via a group work setting

Nuts and Bolts
· Students will be randomly assigned to groups of 4
· They will use the Survey Documentation and Analysis (SDA) online tool from the General Social Survey
· Analysis will be based on the 1988 survey of Women and Work
· Each group will be assigned 2 subtopics having to do with women and work
· Topics cover aspects of work and family such as marriage and childbearing, divorce, work and the family, etc…

Part 1: 
How have attitudes about working women changed in the US over the past generation?
Using the General Social Survey, a longstanding survey of American public attitudes, to examine how Americans felt about work and gender in 1988
· Go to the SDA archive of the GSS 
· http://sda.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/hsda?harcsda+gss12
· Click on the 1988 IISP MODULE: WOMEN AND WORK


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lraleigh:Desktop:GSS_SDA.png]


· Click on your assigned subtopic and you will see the questions asked of the respondents
· What are the questions asked of the respondents?
· What is the name of the variable assigned to each question?
· Put the variable name in the Row box and click ‘run the table’
· What is the breakdown of responses (i.e. the frequency)
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Write a few paragraphs summarizing the data
· Overall, what did you find?
· What findings were the most surprising? Explain
· How do/don’t these findings gel with the literature?
· Make at 2 or 3 charts or graphs (use excel or another program) to illustrate your results

Part 2
Next, let’s see whether and how these population frequencies vary by subgroup
· Click on the RESPONDENT BACKGROUND VARIABLES
· Pick 3 background variables to investigate whether differences vary by subgroup (such as gender, race, education, and age  note: age is tricky, so if you want to investigate differences by age, see me)
· To see whether your responses vary by subgroup, put the name of the background variable in the Column box and click ‘run the table’
· Write a few paragraphs summarizing your findings. What differences among sub-groups were the most noticeable? What were the least? Were there any surprises from your results? 
· Make 2 or 3 charts or graphs to illustrate your results
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Part 3: 
How have things changed (if at all?)
· Can you find more recent data covering these issues? (Tip, look for news reports, new studies or books, you don’t have to actually analyze new data, just identify it)
· What trends do you notice?
· Where is the conversation now about women and work?
· How does this relate to the readings and our class discussions?
· Write a few paragraphs documenting whether and how things have changed
Hand in/present
Using your research, as a group, write a report illustrating your results (it should be about 5-7 pages, including graphics). 

Grading:
Report: 10 points
Group Grade: 3 points
Total: 13 points
[bookmark: _GoBack]	
Rubric:
An A grade goes beyond just providing:
· A comprehensive analysis of your data
· A well-written summary of your findings
· A description of the limitations of your data

It will also include the following:
· An description of contemporary trends regarding your group’s subtopics on women and work that includes sources other than those used in class
· A well thought-out link to the ‘bigger picture,’ including a comparison on whether and how things have changed for men and women
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