	
	Demonstrates Fully
	Partially Demonstrates
	Fails to Demonstrate
	Notes

	Quality of Thesis
	The thesis is clearly articulated.  The claim is controvertible—that is, it isn’t immediately apparent that it is either true or false.—and is introduced in a way that makes its answer interesting.
	The thesis is clear, but it is either a “slam dunk” or is presented in such a way that undermines your effort to hook the reader.
	It is not possible to point to a clear thesis claim in the introduction to the paper. 
	

	Quality of Argument
	The paper demonstrates a clear understanding of the key sub-elements of the thesis and effectively provides evidence for each. Ultimately, the paper effectively supports the thesis. 
	The paper may miss one sub-element required to fully defend the thesis or it may fail to fully support an identified sub-element.  Ultimately, the effect is to make the thesis plausible, but not “proven.”
	The paper fails to identify key sub-elements of the argument or fails to support identified sub-elements.  Ultimately, the paper fails to move the reader toward accepting the thesis.
	

	Accuracy in Use of Data
	All data citations are accurate.  Variables mean what they are purported to mean.  Figures which are cited are correct.
	In one or two instances a figure may be incorrectly cited or the explanation of a variable may not quite match the actual definition.  However, these mistakes are minor and do not substantially affect the argument.
	Variable definitions and cited figures are routinely inaccurate, or a single inaccuracy is so glaring that it undermines the entire paper.  (For example, if your argument is all about the implications of a rise in the value of x but x has actually declined then the whole argument is lost.)
	

	Quality of Writing
	The writing is clearly organized with well-ordered arguments and nuanced transitions.  Paragraphs provide evidence that support topic sentences.  The paper is free of grammatical mistakes, typographical errors, and the like.
	The writing is competently organized with well-ordered arguments and basic transitions.  Paragraphs provide evidence that support topic sentences, though one or two topic sentences may be less than fully supported.  The paper includes only rare grammatical or typographical errors such that meaning is not obscured.
	The paper lacks organization, paragraphs fail to support topic sentences, and/or grammatical/typographical errors mar meaning.
	

	Quality of Data Presentation
	Figures and tables include clear axis and column labels and titles.  The scale, color scheme, and other design elements of figures promote communication.  The choice of data matches the choice of figure/table.  (For example, if you only have two data points, a table isn’t a great choice.  Or if you have more than a handful of categories, pie charts are hard to read.) The variables that are chosen as a focus in the tables/figures are powerful and so worth the “real estate” taken up in the paper.
	Figures and tables include clear axis and column labels and titles; it is clear what the table/figure shows.  Choice of scale, color scheme, or other design elements (including the choice over type of figure or table) may take away from the effect of the hole, but not so much as to mar meaning.  The variables chosen as a focus in the tables/figures may not be the most powerful, but they do not detract from the argument.
	The use of tables and figures undermines the argument.  Figures and tables may lack labels or titles, or design choices may otherwise obliterate meaning.  The variables chosen as a focus in the tables/figures do not match the argument and the choice creates confusion.
	


