Final Paper Assignment

Cliometrics – J. Wahl

Please write a paper no longer than 7 pages (excluding charts, graphs, and tables) addressing the following:
1. Please use the information obtained in previous assignments and in your readings to help explain racial differences in wellbeing in the U.S. at various points in time and over time.  Include as many charts and graphs as you think relevant – but be sure that you justify inclusion.  Statistics and charts without analysis simply add clutter.
2. You have a limited set of statistics and data.  In particular, ipums census data sample the population randomly and do not necessarily contain the same people from one year to the next.  And tables of statistics often report means or medians only.  If you were conducting a full-blown analysis of racial differences, what other data and statistics would you like to have and why?

3. You saw various techniques used in the articles and chapters you read for this course.  Would any of these be useful in exploring the question of racial differences in the U.S.?  If so, how?
4. Much of our previous analysis had to do with racial differences in wages and income.  But not even economists believe that wages and income tell us everything about well-being.  Please comment upon the advantages and limitations of using wage and income data and statistics as measures for wellbeing.
