Data Assignment – Height and Wellbeing
Cliometrics – J. Wahl

The data source for this assignment is in the course folder under “convicts.sav.”  This is an SPSS file.  The data are originally from ICPSR study 6803, “Physical Stature of Georgia Convicts, 1770-1860.”  For information about the data, please consult the data description (located on the library webpage – find – data and statistics – ICPSR – then type 6803 into the search box).

Your task is to analyze the height data contained in this dataset.   Write up your findings in a paper no more than 3 double-spaced pages long (exclusive of tables, charts, and graphs).  Attach any relevant tables, charts, and graphs to your paper, referring to each attached document within the text of your paper.  In particular, please address the following questions:

1. What evidence of “heaping” do you observe?  That is, are some measurements of height more likely than others?  Why might this occur?  If researchers use height as a proxy for wellbeing, is evidence of heaping a problem?  Why or why not?
2. Is height related to complexion, skin color, or skin shade in this data set?  Please explain why you think it is or is not.  Be careful with heaping, missing values, and other possible differences across categories – for example, height is also likely to be related to age and gender, and height distributions may change over time.

3. Take a look at the variables included in this dataset and their coded values.  If you were conducting an in-depth analysis of the relationship of height to well-being, which of these variables seem most promising to explore and why?  As you ponder this question, note carefully how each variable is coded, what values the variables can take, when variables are missing, and the like.
4. With the information you are given or have obtained, can you conclude whether the height information in this data set is useful for ascertaining well-being across people of different skin colors?  Explain why or why not.

Note that, for your convenience, I have created both character-string and numeric variables associated with skin color.  The numeric variables are dummy variables – for example, the variable “black” equals 1 if “complexion” equals “B” (for “black”) and 0 otherwise.  “Unkcmplxn” equals 1 if “complexion” has a missing value and 0 otherwise.  I also created a numeric variable pertaining to gender:  “female” equals 1 for females and 0 otherwise.
