Statistics Assignment:  Retrieval and Analysis
Cliometrics – J. Wahl

Objective:  To obtain and analyze statistics by race at different points in time and over time. This exercise will enhance our discussion of the measurement of wellbeing and the connections among different potential measures.

RETRIEVAL  

SOURCE 1:  http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/hist_stats.html (2008 statistical abstract) -- you may download tables into excel, then choose which variables to keep.
No.  HS--25. Money Income of Families--Median Income in Current and Constant (2001) Dollars, 1947-2001

No. HS--16. Expectation of Life at Birth by Race and Sex: 1900 to 2001

http://www.census.gov/population/www/documentation/twps0056/twps0056.html  (historical population totals by race, 1790-1990, by race and by region) – you may download tables into excel, then choose which variables to keep.
SOURCE 2:  http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d07/tables/dt07_008.asp --Table 8. Percentage of persons age 25 and over and 25 to 29, by race/ethnicity, years of school completed, and sex: Selected years, 1910 through 2007 – you may download table into excel, then choose which variables to keep.
SOURCE 3:  Library homepage – Find -- electronic resources – Data and Statistics – Historical Statistics of the United States – you can choose which variables to keep before downloading into excel.
Table Ae1-28 - Households, by race and sex of householder and household type: 1850–1990 – note particularly the percentage of female-headed households by race
Table Aa614-683 - Population, by marital status, sex, and race: 1880–1990 – note particularly the percentage never married in the 30-34-year-old age group by race 

Table Ad782-791 - Unemployment rate, by sex, race, and nativity: 1940–1997

Table Ba417-424 - Labor force participation, by sex and race: 1850–1990
Table Ec309-327 - Sentenced prisoners admitted to state and federal institutions, by race: 1926–1996  

SOURCE 4:  Excel spreadsheets located in course file under “census tables.”
These spreadsheets are compiled from the following sources:

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/histinc/p03.html 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/histinc/h17.html 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/histinc/f23.html 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/histinc/f20.html 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/histinc/p54.html 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/wealth/detailed_tables.html  
ANALYSIS

Your task is to write a paper no more than 5 double-spaced pages long (exclusive of tables, charts, and graphs) discussing racial differences in well-being over time in the United States.   Choose supporting attachments wisely, and refer to each attachment within the text of your paper.  Please use the sources listed above as you develop your discussion.  You may use other statistical sources as well if you document them clearly.  As you decide which charts, tables, and graphs to include as supporting attachments to your paper, please consider the following:

Sources 1 (Table HS-25) and 4 offer time series data on income by race.  How can you represent the data with an eye toward showing differences over time and across races in a meaningful way?  Note that most (but not all) tables are in constant dollars but that the base year may differ across tables.
You have statistics based on different units of observation -- person, family, household, and per family member.   As you evaluate racial differences, how does the unit of observation affect your findings?  Use graphs to help answer this question.
Your statistics include means and medians.  What information can you obtain from each statistic separately?  How can you use the two together to discuss racial differences?

You have tables (Source 4) indicating the proportion in each income category by race for persons and for families for the years 1967 and 2003.  Please comment on what you observe in these tables.  Use graphs to enhance your analysis.

As we have discussed in class, economists use pecuniary measures such as income as indicators of well-being.  Yet income is arguably more a means to help achieve well-being than an end.  You will find a number of other statistics in the sources listed above.  Please comment on which of these might be helpful in analyzing racial differences in well-being and how they correspond to income measures.
