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Examining Prosocial Behavior Quantitatively

Activity Goals: To design and conduct an experiment on factors that might impact helping behavior, and analyze and interpret the results.

Introduction

Critically review three peer-reviewed articles on a (relatively narrow) topic of interest within the area of helping behavior. For each article, identify the methodology and primary results. Also, indicate the limitations of each study. (In what ways are the conclusions limited by the methodologies used? What unresolved issues on the topic still exist?)

​

Provide a statement of your study objectives. (What is the purpose/significance of the study?) Also provide a description of your study hypothesis along with justification of the hypothesis. (On what basis did you form your hypothesis?). It should be clear how your proposed study would build on past ones. 

Method
1. What factor have you decided to examine for their potential impact on helping behavior? This factor will be your independent variable. How many different conditions (or levels) will there be?

2. How will you measure helping behavior? Be very specific in terms of how you will quantify this measure. This factor will be your dependent ​​​​​variable.

3. Who will be the participants? 

4. What materials (e.g., questionnaires and/or equipment) will you use in your study?

5. Describe the study procedure in detail here (including who will do what): Note: For most studies, 30 total trials should suffice. As an example, if you are analyzing the effects of group size on response to dropping a stack of books, you might run 15 trials with no confederates present (condition A) and the same number of trials with three confederates present (condition B).
Results
Provide a) a separate scatter plot for each level of the independent variable, b) a table with descriptive data (group means and standard deviations), and c) a table and a bar graph depicting results of inferential statistics (an independent samples t-test or ANOVA).

Discussion
Interpret your results here. Was your study a valid test of your hypothesis? Was your hypothesis confirmed? Are your results consistent or inconsistent with findings from the literature? If inconsistent, why do you suppose that is? What are the limitations of your study? What are the theoretical implications of your results?
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