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An appropriate score on the Quantitative Reasoning Assessment

 

Using and Understanding Mathematics: A Quantitative Approach, 4th Edition, Jeffery Bennett and William Briggs

 

 http://wps.aw.com/aw_bennett_usingandun_3

 

Math 100 is designed to help students gain an understanding of fundamental numerical and quantitative skills and their application to everyday life.  Students will be encouraged to think about the world quantitatively.  With certain omissions and as time permits, the course will cover chapters 1-10 of the text.  Topics covered will include thinking critically, unit conversion, percentages, rates of change, exponents and logarithms, geometry and data analysis.
· To gain an appreciation for and basic understanding of mathematical and statistical reasoning. 

· To use appropriate mathematical and/or statistical tools in summarizing data, making predictions, and establishing cause-and-effect relationships.
In order to give you a variety of opportunities to demonstrate your learning, you will be asked to complete daily homework, computer laboratory assignments, QR in the News Assignments, three one-hour exams, and a final cumulative examination that includes the QR assessment.  Your final grade in the course will be determined by your performance on each of these components as indicated by the point distribution below.  You must however, earn at least 20% of the available points in each category in order to pass the course.
Homework

100 points
Computer Lab Assignments
100 points

QR in the News Assignments
100 points
Attendance

100 points
Tests (3)

300 points
Final Exam

150 points
TOTAL
850 points

The 3 in-class tests are tentatively scheduled for Friday, March 7th, Friday, April 11th, and Friday, May 2nd.  If you are unable to take a test at the scheduled time for any reason, you must notify me 48 hours IN ADVANCE.  If you miss a test without contacting me in advance, you will receive a zero grade for that test. 

 

The final exam has been scheduled by the Registrar and will be given on Sunday, May 11 from 9-12 am.  It will not be offered under the independent exam system.  

 

Regular class attendance is an indication of your interest in and commitment to this course.  Students are expected to attend class every day, to participate in class discussions and activities, and to ask relevant questions.  Approximately ⅛ of your final average will be based on attendance/class participation.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class, so a late arrival will count as an absence.  A student's attendance grade will be reduced by 5 points for each missed class after the first.

Homework will be assigned, collected and graded on a daily basis.  Each homework assignment must be submitted at the beginning of class on the date that the assignment is due.  Late papers will be accepted only at the beginning of the class immediately following the day on which it was due, but such papers will suffer a 10% penalty.  Students are permitted and in fact, encouraged to work together on homework but working together implies a roughly equal contribution from all those involved.  Homework assignments must be written up neatly and legibly; otherwise they will not be accepted or graded.

Office hours are posted on my office door.  Please take advantage of these hours if you need assistance.

Student tutors will be available in the Center for Learning Excellence located on the ground floor of Middle East.  Hours are posted on the door of Dana 106 and at the Center.  You may either make an appointment or drop in during the operating hours.  The tutors will assist you with your assignments but will not provide you with the answers.  Always bring your textbook, assignments and all other course materials with you.

Please feel free to come by my office or send me email anytime to help you with this learning process.  Success in this course requires a team effort.  At a minimum that team consists of you, me, and your classmates.  If you need help - ASK!!!!  If my office hours are not convenient for you, I am quite willing to set up a time that works for both of us - just ASK!!!  Moreover, please don't wait until you have been having problems for 2 or 3 weeks.  Understanding the material as we go along is crucial to success in this course.
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