Red, Blue and Purple States
POSC 122 – Fall 2008

Are there really one-party states that are either Republican Red or Democratic Blue? Some ways to quantitatively answer this question.
Are both Senators from the same party over the past 18-24 years?  Is the state’s delegation to the House of Representatives dominated by one party over the past two decades?  What about the Governor?  Has one party controlled the state legislatures during most of this period?  What about the vote of the state for President in the last five elections?  Which if any of the previous offices seem to be most correlated with the Presidential outcome?
There may be intervening variables that explain anomalies and you need to anticipate these.  If four of the five governors were Republican, for instance, perhaps some exogenous factor explains the one Democrat (e.g., a Republican corruption scandal).  You might then be safe in seeing Republican domination in the Governor’s office of this state.
Case selection should be given considerable thought.  If you choose state’s only from one region, you will be able to give an answer for a region but not be able to say much beyond that.  If you choose states randomly, you may not be able to discern particular patterns in regions.  If you choose states typically regarded as very Red or very Blue ….
Minimum of twelve states.  Five to ten pages of text, unlimited pages for tables.
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