New Hampshire Precipitation Project

Introduction and directions:

(NOTE:  Specific software directions apply to MS Office 2003)

The New Hampshire Precipitation spreadsheet contains 46 towns and locations from around the state.  All parts of the state are represented – high elevations and low elevations, north, south, east, and west.  The precipitation is listed in millimeters; the approximate elevation above sea level is listed in meters. 

1. Open the NH Precipitation spreadsheet.
2. Sort the data by elevation. 
3. Chart the January Precipitation for the towns with the six highest and the towns with the six lowest elevations - on the same chart. 
4. Create a scatter plot chart.  Include the Meters above Sea Level and the January Precipitation.  (Do not highlight any of the labels.)
Note:  When you need to skip over data, highlight the first set of cells and then hold the Control Key down while you highlight the remaining data.

5. Using the Chart Menu add a trend line (Type: polynomial) to your chart.
6. Include accurate titles for you charts and their scales; study the data representation very carefully before proceeding with titles.
7. Create a second scatter plot chart using the July Precipitation data for the same twelve towns. Add the trend lines and appropriate titles.
8. Resave the file as Precipitation Charts
9. Copy and paste both charts into a new Word file using Paste Special/Office Chart Object.  (Do not check the Paste Link box).
10. Describe (in paragraph form) what your rainfall charts display.
11. Make some observations about the relationship between the two sets of data within the same chart as well as the relationship between the two charts.
