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 Writing Assignment for IDSC 100 (Fall, 2005), Measured Thinking: 

Reasoning with Numbers about World Events, Health, Science, and Social Issues

Numbers We Should Know.

Write a two-page paper that addresses a number you believe well-educated people should know.  (Assignments will be made in class after we discuss all the ideas students bring to class.)  For this paper, I want you to:

(1) identify the number we should know (e.g., the world’s population), but not yet give the actual number, 

(2) present a few cogent reasons why you believe this number is important, 


 (3) present the actual number,


 (4) put that number in context for your reader (e.g., in comparison, over time) and 




make the number meaningful, and


`



(5) note how the number was obtained and why your citation of that number is  reliable.  Keep in mind the reference librarian’s suggestions and guides here.


The paper should be coherent and structured.  It should have a meaningful title, an introduction, and a conclusion.  Be certain to support your claims with evidence, to exercise appropriate caution in your arguments, and to acknowledge uncertainty and complexity where relevant.  Anticipate and address the reasonable questions of a critical reader.  


Please bring three copies of the paper to class.

