French 243 
Cultural Reading of L’Esquive, Le Goût des autres, et Le jour de la jupe.
In order to write this first essay, you will need to use data from various sources to interpret a film as a socio-cultural object. The various sources of information you will find will lead you to different analytical perspectives (and methods even) and will allow you to construct your interpretation according to a kind of cultural triangulation.

This first assignment will represent the first step in a series of three assignments, so it will be a short (1000 words) essay in which you analyze one narrowly defined aspect of French culture as seen in L’Esquive (and Marivaux as an integral part of the film); Le Goût des Autres, et Le Jour de la jupe. So far we have observed themes such as education, integration, socio-economic status, communication, space, and relationships. We have seen the artists’ point of view of their own society, read commentaries by journalists and audiences (e.g. their responses to the Youtube and Dailymotion clips) about the artists’ vision (and their own),  studied some statistics from INSEE, images and maps from Google Maps and Google Earth, and interviewed  French students at Carleton.  What I’d like for you to do now is use these various resources to investigate one cultural aspect that interests you more specifically in these movies. 

Essay:

1. Most importantly, you must carefully define and research your topic at the same time within its cultural context.  You will proceed to a  “cultural reading ” of the movie itself , as well as of the statistics and commentaries. These two approaches go hand in hand. 
The challenge here will be to narrow down your area of study to what your sources actually allow you to analyze. For example: the topic “Education in the Parisian suburbs” would not allow you to use the film effectively, and a topic such as “Lydia’s behavior in school” wouldn’t easily allow you to incorporate statistics from INSEE.  Posing the question “Does the French school system offer hope of social advancement for Lydia and Krimo (and others) in L’Esquive?” however, would let you effectively analyze education from a fictional and sociological point of view. 
2. You should keep in mind that you are trying to evaluate whether the films are representative of the society they portray, as you check that fictional universe against social statistical markers and the norms they define. Conversely, you need to question whether these statistical markers give a true picture of the population they sampled given its fictional account and public responses.  You will need to tease out how typical, stereotypical or original the characters and the events truly are.  Your conclusions should help you see what phenomena can be universally accepted in the movie, or which ones must be culturally defined in order to be best understood, and which ones can be assigned to a character’s or film maker’s individual quirks.  

3. Use photos taken from Google Maps or Google Earth, and graphs from INSEE in your essay if they are pertinent to your argument, just as you might use  textual quotes in formal essays;  make sure you explain how you are reading them and  discuss their importance for your argument. If you use any sources in English (or any other languages), try to paraphrase the information in your own words in French rather than using a direct quotation with a translated footnote, but be sure to credit any source you have used in the text (in parentheses MLA style). For your bibliography, use MLA format and be careful about citing Internet sources accurately. The site given below can act as a good guide if you do not own an MLA guide. http://www.aresearchguide.com/12biblio.html#27
4. You will be able to revise these essays if necessary. Consider working with another student in the class to help proofread your work. 

