Issues to consider in writing your responses and papers:
1) Quality of thesis

Is it interesting, controvertible, compelling, etc.?

2) Quality of argument


Does the argument effectively support the claim?

3) Accuracy in use of data


Are the data claims true?

4) Quality of writing


Does the introduction raise interest?  Does the conclusion extend the idea out beyond the paper in some sense?  Are the ideas well-organized?  Do transition sentences effectively connect one idea to the next?  Are sentences clear and easy to read?  Is word choice appropriate?  Etc.  (Of course, I assume the papers will be free of typos and grammatical errors.)  This section is where the Write Place or a peer reader can be of most help to you.

5) Quality of data presentation


Does the paper present data effectively?  Are tables and charts used appropriately?  When tables are used, are they clear (requiring little or no reference to the text) and does the text effectively signal what I should be looking at in the table?  When charts are used, are they clearly labeled, does the scale fit the purpose, and do they communicate what they are intended to communicate?  Does the text clearly tell me what I should see in the chart?

