Common Project Codebook
COUNTRY

CODE

STUDENT

YEAR

Constitutional Division of Power
CONSTRUC – Whether polity is presidential, parliamentary, or premier-presidential. 

(1 = election of executive by electorate, 0 = no election of executive by electorate)

EXECDOM – Whether partisan composition of cabinet changes. 


(1 = yes; 0 = no)

VETO – Number of institutional veto players. (E.g., presidents, legislatures (bicameral?), 

judicial review, federalism). (A “veto player” is an institution without whose 

assent policy cannot be changed). 

DIVGOV – Percentage of seats held by executive in the assembly.

-------The following variables in this subsection refer ONLY to presidential systems-------

PRESPOWER – Proactive and reactive powers of president. 


(0 = neither reactive or proactive; 1 = just reactive; 2 = proactive (or proactive and 

reactive)

CONCURELEC – Whether a polity has concurrent, mixed, or non-concurrent elections 

(president-assembly). (0 = non-concurrent, 1 = mixed, 2 = concurrent)

STAGELEC – Staggering of election of president and assembly.


(0 = all renew at the same time; 1 = one house is staggered; 2 = both houses 

are staggered)

%TERMLEFT – Percentage of president’s term that is left to serve.

YRSTERMLEFT – Number of years left in the president’s term.

PRESTERM – Length of president’s term.

Electoral System
PLURALITY – Whether the electoral formula is based on a plurality system.


(1 = yes; 0 = no)

PR – Whether the electoral formula is based on a proportional system. (Includes mixed-

member, semi-proportional; IF SNTV, then make note).

(1 = yes; 0 = no)

ELECFORM – Electoral Formula


(1 = plurality, 2 = Hare-quota, 3 = d’Hondt, 4 = Other)

THRESH – Explicit electoral threshold. (Report as a percent: .05 for 5%).

M – Median district magnitude.

M_mean – Mean district magnitude.

logM – Natural log of median district magnitude.

logM_mean – Natural log of mean district magnitude.

Ballot – Power of party leaders to place candidates on the ballot (0 = voters may not disturb list; 1 = voters may disturb list; 2 = leaders have no control over list).

Pool – How votes are pooled (0 = pooling occurs across the party; 1 = pooling occurs at the subparty level; 2 = no pooling).

Vote – Number of votes one can cast (0 = one vote; 1 = multiple votes; 2 = one vote only at the subparty level). 

MEMBERS – Total membership of governing lower house.

G – Gallagher index of governing lower house. 

INCENTCULT – Carey & Shugart (1995) ordinal score (0-12) for system effects on 

incentives to cultivate a personal vote. 

Party System

ENPS – Effective number of parties by seats in the lower house. 

ENPV – Effective number of parties by share of national votes. 

PSNS – Party system nationalization score (Jones & Mainwaring 2003) (*extra credit)

Socio-economic and Political Controls
POLITY - Polity combined 20-pt score Democracy Indicators CNTS Dataset 

(Polity IV 2003) (rescaled on 0-20 gamut)
FHPR – Freedom House Political Rights Score

FHCL – Freedom House Civil Liberties Score

TERROR - Score on Political Terror Scale (average of Amnesty International 

and State department scores)
Mark Gibney, http://www.unca.edu/politicalscience/images/Colloquium/faculty-staff/gibney.html
CORRUPT – Transparency International Corruption Index Score

LEGAL - Legal System and Property Rights Score from the Fraser Institute, Economic 


Freedom of the World 2005

CAPMAR - Restrictions on Capital Markets Score from the Fraser Institute, Economic 


Freedom of the World 2005

TAXFRASER
 - Taxes as % of Exports and 
Imports, Fraser Institute

GDP - GDP (constant 2000 US$), World Development Indicators (WDI)

logGDP - Natural log of GDP

GDPGROW - 
GDP Growth (annual %) (WDI)

GDPPERCAP - GDP per capita (constant 2000 US$) (WDI)

GOVEXP% - General government final consumption expenditure (% of GDP) (WDI)

MANUF_VA
- Value-added manufacturing
sector (as % of GDP) (WDI)

TRADE - Trade in Goods as % of GDP (WDI)

EXP - Exports as % of GDP (WDI)

​Geographic Controls (the following are all dummy variables for region)
AFRICA, NAMERICA (only Canada and U.S.), LATAM, WSEUR (western and southern Europe), CEUR (Central and Eastern Europe), EASIA (East Asia), SEASIA (Southeast Asia), OTHER (Australia, India, Pakistan, etc.). 

Economic Performance Variables
FISCAL - Fiscal deficits as percentage of GDP.
INFL – Annualized inflation rates. 
EXCH – Real exchange rate (dollar cross rates in LCU). 

lnEXCH – Natural log of the real exchange rate.

CURRACCT – Current account balance (as a % of GDP). 

GINI – Annualized Gini coefficient. 
