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The Starting Point project aims to improve undergraduate teaching by helping faculty make more informed choices about their teaching methods and materials. Based on research that shows that faculty think about
teaching in the context of the specific topics that they address in their courses, the Starting Point Geoscience portal provides examples of the use of different teaching methods 1n introductory geoscience courses. These
examples are searchable by geoscience topic and are linked to materials describing the method, why and when 1t 1s useful, and tips and 1nstructions for using the method effectively. We are now expanding beyond the
geoscience community through a web service that will allow digital libraries and institutional teaching and learning centers to take advantage of the collection of pedagogic information. The service will facilitate building
custom views 1nto the pedagogic collection.

Existing Work: A Portal for Faculty Teaching New Project: A Service Connecting Pedagogic
Undergraduate Geosciences Information to Digital Libraries

Portal ties guidance on teaching methods to specific geoscience learning activities that use those methods. The geoscience portal serves its audience well but the pedagogic information has much wider

potential applicability.
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Gallery Walk is flexible and has many benefits. Gallery Walk can be organized for a simple fifteen minute ice breaker Give students experience with synthesizing variables dealing with seoil formation and with cooperative learning.
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