Chapter 1 Introduction: A Role for History

What does Kuhn mean when he talks about “the development of science by accumulation”? Does he agree with this view? Why or why not?

In this chapter Kuhn presents and outline of the book, so what is this book about?

Chapter 2 The Route to Normal Science

In Kuhn’s view what role do textbooks and the “classics” play in science?

Define paradigm. How are paradigms useful to the scientific community?

What idea does the example of the Epicurean/Aristotelian/Platonic theories that Kuhn mentions (pg. 12) illustrate?

How does science function before the adoption of a paradigm?

Chapter 3 The Nature of Normal Science

Define normal science.

Kuhn says that a paradigm is accepted when it is more successful than its competitors. He goes on the say that “to be more successful is not to be completely successful.” Explain what Kuhn means by the second statement. How does this relate to normal science?

Kuhn talks about the 3 normal foci for factual scientific investigation. What are they and how do they relate to the paradigm in a particular field?

What happens when a scientist deserts the paradigm in his field?

