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Corridor H Fieldtrip

Teaching Out: Practical Exposure to Teaching in the Field and Exploring the Geology of Virginia

Field trip goals
· Emphasize the HOW of teaching in the field, rather than geology we will see
· Model and introduce effective active-learning techniques for teaching in the field
· Strategies for planning and running effective field-based learning opportunities
· Sharing locations (outcrops) for field-based learning experiences
Road Log
0.0          	Depart Lord Fairfax Community College – Middletown Campus, left on US-11 S
0.3    	Left on Reliance Rd, VA-627
0.6    	Right onto ramp for I-81 S
2.4    	Stay right on I-81 S
6.1    	Right to Exit 296 to US-48 W
6.5    	Right onto US-48 W
20.8  	Stay on US-48 W at VA-WV state line
25.7  	Stay left on US-48 W at stop sign in Wardensville
37.0  	Stop #1 Hampshire Formation, tilted channel sands
39.4  	Stop #2 Foreknobs Formation, anticline
 
One hour total drive time from Lord Fairfax CC to Stop #1.
 
Discussion questions
· Which courses that you teach involve field trips?  Which courses do not?  
· Why do you take students in the field?  Why do you not take students in the field?
· When do you take students out in the field in the course of a given semester?  Are there benefits/challenges to taking students out early in the semester versus later?
· How often do you take students out in the field in a given course?
· Do you have administrative/logistic/financial support for field trips?
· Have you encountered any students with accessibility challenges for field trips?  How have you met challenges?
· What skills do you expect introductory students to have prior to going in the field?  What do they learn in the field?
· How long are your average field trips?  How do you keep students focused in the field?  What do you think is the limit of attention span for intro, non-geo majors?
· How do you design field activities?  Stand alone exercises?  Building on content from class?  Capstone assignment?  Part of larger research project?
· What are your best practices for designing field trips?  How do you determine your field trip objectives?  What are the take-away skills you want your students to gain?  How do you assess mastery of these skills? 
· Are “show and tell” field trips valuable?  How can you add more to your current field trip experiences?
· How do you “unsee” geology and get back to student perspectives—what do they see when they walk up to their first outcrop? 

Examples of skills you might expect introductory geology students to complete on field trips
· Basics of field note-taking (date/objective/partners/weather)
· Reading and interpreting topographic and geologic maps
· Outcrop sketches
· Rock/sediment observations
· Focus on the basics--mineral identification, rock textures, fossil identifications
· Pattern identifications (e.g., fining-upward/coarsening-upward sedimentary sequences)
· Strike and dip measurements
· Interpretation of observations
· Using basic field equipment--hand lenses, compasses, rock hammers
· Sampling (if data to be collected for use on future assignments)--potentially including more complex instruments 

	
