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I have always enjoyed the outdoors and knew I would be some kind of scientist.  My first love in geoscience was planetary geology, I wanted to become one of the first astronauts to travel to Mars.  I earned a Bachelor’s degree in Geological Sciences from the State University of New York at Buffalo, and then I completed a Master’s degree in Earth and Planetary Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis.  
While completing my graduate work I found a new love, environmental geology.  After graduation I moved to Raleigh, North Carolina, and began my career as a hydrogeologist with a private environmental consulting firm.  During the six years that I worked in the field, I did everything from supervise drilling and collect soil and groundwater samples, to report preparation and project management. I also earned my North Carolina Geology License during that time.  
I decided to try teaching geology part-time at Wake Tech one semester and found that I love it!  That led to a full-time position, and I have been teaching for over 15 years.  Over the years I have had a chance to work with some great students and faculty.  I also stay connected to the environmental geology community, which has led to some interesting opportunities for our students.  I love to learn and to travel, so I often go to conferences and workshops related to geoscience and education, and bring what I learn back to Wake Tech.
Websites with information about my participation in educational projects:
· https://serc.carleton.edu/sage2yc/transfer/geopaths/miller.html
· https://researchfeatures.com/2017/12/21/community-college-students-making-mark-geosciences/ 
· https://serc.carleton.edu/sage2yc/teams/ncarolina/index.html
Non-geology fact about me:
One of my hobbies is jewelry making.  I love to play with different kinds of metal and enamel, and use tools like hammers, saws, and torches to complete my pieces.  I also try to work in some fiber art.  I find it very stress-relieving!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Photo information: Professor Miller standing on a gneissic boulder at Phelps Lake in Grand Teton National Park, July 2018
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I actually started out as a marine biology major when I first started college.  I took an introductory geology course on a whim with my roommate and ended up hooked! I decided I loved the dynamics of the oceans and the ever-constant changing environments more than the critters that lived in them! I quickly changed my major to geology and started studying anything related to moving water including rivers, lakes and the ocean.     I earned both my Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Geology from the East Carolina University with a concentration in sedimentology and climatology.  My thesis research took me to Bolivia, South America where I got to study ancient lakes, river systems, the Salar de Uyuni (the largest salt flat in the world) and global climate change! 
After graduation I moved to Raleigh, North Carolina, and began my career as a hydrogeologist with a private environmental consulting firm.  It wasn’t my original plan but that is where the jobs were and I found a new love of water but this time within the ground instead of the surface.  I was the project manager/geologist which gave me experience in all aspects of investigation and remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater.  This included supervising drilling rigs, removing leaking underground storage tanks, collecting soil and groundwater samples for private and commercial properties, as well as report preparation and project management. Our firm was also involved in emergency standby spill response, which involved emergency clean up of fuel spills of all sizes and determining the proper remediation of the affected soil and groundwater.
During that time, I received an email from a faculty member at ECU letting me know that Wake Tech had a geology faculty position available. She knew how much I enjoyed teaching during graduate school and thought I would be perfect for the job.  I decided that I was ready for a new adventure (remediating groundwater and surface contamination in NC is a smelly job!) and jumped at the chance to teach again! Here I am, over 16 years later and I still LOVE my career choice!  Ask my students and they will tell you I have a passion for teaching and I really enjoy helping students find their passion in life.

Non-geology fact about me:
Now that my two children are tween/teenagers we have started traveling more, discovering new places to adventure together as well as attending ECU football games (go Pirates!).  I’m also a total bookworm!
Photo information: S.Rollins holding a large piece of pumice that was ejected during the 1980 volcanic eruption of Mount St. Helens.  Mount St. Helens is in the background, August 2017. 
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As a kid, I decided I wanted to become a paleontologist because I felt that studying modern animals was too easy since the animals were all still alive to observe.  I got excited by the challenge of studying extinct animals known only from sparse fossil remains.  When I entered college, I majored in geology since I had a strong background in biology and knew that paleontology was a mix of biology and geology.  Becoming a geology major was one of the best choices I could have made as I loved the big ideas that we were encouraged to discuss.  I loved searching for answers in the landscape and in small details of rocks and fossils and being able to put them together to create a larger answer, and the travel and adventure of the places we were trying to figure out were wonderful.  As a student, I toyed with studying structural geology and tectonics, but I could never deny my first love of ancient life.  

After graduation, I moved to Raleigh, NC and attended grad school at NCSU in the Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Sciences Department.  As a graduate student, I studied the ecology of the Cretaceous Period, trying to figure out if the elevated levels of carbon dioxide and oxygen hypothesized for that Period could have caused the plants to grow larger, thereby supported the gigantic herbivorous dinosaurs of the time (spoiler alert: yes, likely!).  My research got some national and international attention: I was interviewed by the Japanese broadcasting company NHK, had a brief write up in National Geographic Magazine, and even had my research summarized in a coffee-table book about dinosaurs!  As a graduate student, I also worked teaching labs for the introductory geology courses at NCSU and worked in the tutoring center there; this was where I learned I loved to teach.

After graduating with my Ph.D. in dinosaur paleontology, I chose to follow my love of teaching geology to Wake Tech.  As an instructor here, I get to do all the things I have always loved about geology: discuss big ideas, show others how to piece together a large picture from small details in the landscape and in rocks, and spend time outdoors exploring nature.  I have now been teaching at Wake Tech for 11 years.

Non-geology fact about me:
I have elementary-aged children and spend a lot of time playing outdoors with them, exploring nearby streams and lakes.

Photo information: Left, Sara looks into the hyperbaric chamber that contains her plant experiment during grad school, 2005.  Right, Sara digs under the plaster block that contains a theropod dinosaur to help remove the block from Dinosaur Provincial Park, 2001.
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