Scientific Literacy Quiz – GEL 111 – Spring 2016 - Entrance
Name__________________________________

1. What are the three common states of matter? __________________     __________________    __________________
2. How many planets are in our Solar System?  ___________
3. At what temperature does water freeze?  ___________
4. Plants absorb carbon dioxide from the air and release what other gas?  __________________
5. What US state should you visit to see an active volcano?  ___________________
6. How long does it take light to travel from the Sun to the Earth?  __________________
7. What are mercury, iron, carbon, sodium, and oxygen called?   ______________________
8. Did humans and dinosaurs ever live together?  _____________________
9. Which state has the greatest number of earthquakes?  ______________________
10. What force causes the ocean tides?  _____________________
11. Most life on Earth’s surface derives its energy from what source?  _______________________
12. What do we call the result when two or more elements join together in a consistent proportion?  _____________________
13. What is the Metric System measurement that is closest to a yard in the English System?  __________________
14. What happens to air when it is heated?  _______________________
15. In what direction do winds circulate around the center of a hurricane?  ______________________
16. What two phenomena interact to create the four seasons?  ________________________
17. What do we call the process that removes sand from NC beaches during storms?  ________________________
18. What gas is produced by burning coal, wood, or oil?  _______________________
19. What microorganisms can cause diseases in humans?  _________________________________________________________
20. If we heat a solid material what will happen to it?  ______________________________
21. What continent has the greatest amount of ice?  ________________________
22. Name the warm ocean current that flows north along North Carolina’s coast?  _________________________
23. What is the name of the process that produces energy in plants?  __________________________
24. What caused the extinction of the dinosaurs?  _______________________________________
25. What compound makes the ocean salty?  ____________________________________
26. What are clouds composed of?  ___________________________________
27. What is a material called that promotes the reaction of other chemicals but is not changed by the process? ________________
28. When raindrops split sunlight into it’s component colors, what do we see in the sky?  ______________________
29. What optical instrument do we use to observe the stars and other planets?  ______________________
30. What is the name of the process that powers the sun?  ____________________________
31. What is the process that powers nuclear reactors?  _________________________
32. Was North Carolina covered with ice during the Ice Age?  ______________________
33. Is the temperature of the sun’s surface greater or lesser than at its core?  _____________________
34. What element is used to purify drinking water?  ___________________

