Ideas for Supporting Student Success
General 

· Implement stress release techniques before test

· Give students a list of geoscience organizations and information about joining

· “Mixing it up” between the students early in the semester and continuing through the semester

· Matching high expectations with encouragement – clarity of expectations

· Beginning class with an inquiry or think-pair-share exercise

· Improving preparedness – pre-lab and pre-lecture set-ups/quizzes to increase preparation

· Option of a “pyramid test” – to re-tests or to correct tests for ½ credit

· Encourage self-reflection to learn about their learning

· Self-reflection of the instructor – what worked or did not work, self-assessment of the instructor

· Pick a topic from a major geologic/geographic site – use this as a basis for research/writing/presentation
Technology

· Geocaching

· Google Earth often

· Doing a mini lab to teach students the feature of Google Earth

· GPS exercises with on-campus targets
Extracurricular Activities

· Geology Club

· Fossil digs

· Camping trips

· Field practice

· Overview of 4-year university courses

· Museum trips

· Environmental service-learing projects

· Trips to state/national parks where ranges can give talks

· Bring/host university faculty guest speakers

Advising
· Be prepared to let student know what courses they should (are expected) to take 
pre-transferring to university geoscience programs

· Confirm classes that will transfer and how they will transfer as major or elective

· Confirm when courses have to be completed relative to when the transfer application can be filed, and what can still be “in progress”
Field
· Whiteboard for terms in the field
· Pre-field trip reading and questions (can make extra credit)

· Map and compass exercise

· Make sure students are well prepared to minimize novelty space as a barrier to field learning

· Geographic preparation – Where are we going?

· Psychological preparation – How long? How hard?, breaks, duration, gear, etc.

· Social preparation – Who am I going to travel/work/stay with?

Laboratory
· Using dry ice to demonstrate the properties of CO2
· Using Google Earth in nearly every surface process lab/topo/structure

Classroom
· Have students say vocabulary words out loud
· To emphasize the importance of the hydrologic cycle, have each student in turn name an “____ation” word having to do with water  (e.g. nucleation, condensation, sublimation, transpiration, evaporation, evapotranspiration, precipitation, infiltration, saturation, filtration, hydration, desiccation, flotation, duration); it gets much harder in large classes.
· Let a capable student explain a point to a struggling student one-to-one; eavesdrop to see how it goes

· Create a group geologic history – student groups present and lead class through the problem

· Free DVD or video downloads from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) on topics including geology-, paleontology-, and evolution-related material (http://hhmi.org
