Teaching to English Language Learners – a few tips and resources
Tips
· Realize that there are many different “types” of ELL students – each with strengths, weaknesses and particular needs. 
· Use the “funds of knowledge” of the EL learners to engage (e.g. knowledge of other places, vocabulary roots, geologic hazards, etc.)
· Consider assessment techniques that take into account linguistic and cultural influences and/or are less prone to “misunderstandings” by ELL
Activate their background knowledge by:
· Brainstorming
· Semantic mapping
· Vocabulary preview
· Utilizing photos & illustrations
· Lesson overviews
Provide additional support
· Pointing out contextual clues to difficult semantics
· Developing metacognition
· Modeling of behavior (such as response to prompts)
· Incorporate literacy instruction (including reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and representing) as possible 
Resources
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Teaching students who are science/math/nature phobic – a few tips and resources
Tips/ideas
· Provide multiple opportunities for learning/demonstrating success.  Revisit quantitative, scientific or field skills multiple times.
· Use scaffolding
· Use multiple representations and/or multiple learning modalities
· Classroom dynamics can be important
· Refer particularly anxious students for counseling and/or medical support
· Create the expectation of success
· “Mistakes are part of doing math and science.” 
· Cite role models that students can relate to
· Short affirming writing exercises can decrease anxiety


Resources
Tobias, S. (1993). Overcoming math anxiety. New York: W. W. Norton & Company.

“Field Trip Anxiety. “ From Student Motivations and Attitudes: The Role of the Affective Domain in Geoscience Learning. http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/affective/dilemmas/16845.html
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In addition, there are innumerable resources on anxiety disorders, panic disorders and related issues.  A good starting point on this topic is http://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/anxiety-disorders/index.shtml 


Teaching Veterans – a few tips and resources
Tips/ideas
· Veterans often have different funding issues than other students because of the GI Bill and other veteran’s benefits.  They may need to use these in a timely manner
· Engage veterans in your class by:
·  using exceptional skills that are very relevant to the geoscience classroom – for example, map/chart reading, use of technology, field experience
· Using any overseas experiences to contribute firsthand experiences with diverse and interesting geologic settings. (Many helped in the aftermath of the Haiti and/or Japan quakes).
· Give assistance as possible to veterans who have to navigate complex campus administrative systems
· Help veterans who may not know how to find support services to meet their needs
· Offer flexible programming (online, hybrid, in-class) to meet veterans complex needs
· Some veterans will do better in a more structured classroom, perhaps because it mimics the highly structured nature of their previous experience.
· Be aware of issues that Veterans experience with greater frequency than the general population including PTSD, unemployment and disability.


Resources:
Strategies for Success: Meeting the Needs of Student Veterans with Post Concussive Symptoms (PCS) and Co-occuring Conditions  - A Workshop for Community College Faculty and Staff http://www.warrelatedillness.va.gov/education/local-offerings/slides/2010/12-2-2010-college-success-program.asp
Growing Problems Iraq, Afghanistan Wars Veterans Face (And What's Being Done) http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/19/iraq-war-mental-health_n_2908903.html 



