
A Club with a Porpoise: Promoting Interest and 
Involvement in Marine Science at a Community College 

Marianne E. McNamara, Ph. D. 
Department of Biology 

 

 

 

 

 



 Suffolk County Community College’s Office of Campus 
Activities supports over 90 clubs and organizations across 
three campuses. 

 Student Activities Day,  held each semester, promotes 
awareness of clubs and activities. 

  Each semester, each club receives $250 for food and                                                   
approximately $500-1000                                                      
for on- and off-campus                                                         
activities. 

 >26,000 full and part-time                                                 
students currently enrolled                                                     
at SCCC. 



Mission Statement 
 To promote interest and involvement in Marine Science, 

and to serve as a repository of students for local 
internships, volunteers, and other related opportunities.  

 

 

 Founded in 2010. 

 1 Faculty Adviser, 2-4 Student Officers. 

 Emails alert students to meetings, guest lectures, events 
and opportunities. 

 

 

 





Off-campus Activities 
 R/V Seawolf and R/V Peconic research cruises 

 Beach seining and identification 

 Seal and dolphin necropsies 

 Norwalk Aquarium field trip 

 Trips are typically limited to                                                          
20 students. 

 No cost to students. 

 Transportation typically                                                                
not provided. 



R/V Seawolf 
• $320 per hour. 
• Tour restricted to 2 hours. 
• Limited to 20 participants. 
• Local naturalist identified  and 
discussed organisms. 
• Catch and release by students. 





R/V Peconic 
 $716 for 2-hour boat 

time, 1 hour facility 
tour/post-collection. 

 Limited to 35 
participants. 

 5 Marine Science 
faculty participated. 

 Included tour of brand 
new, multi-million 
dollar marine science 
station. 







Seal and Dolphin Necropsies 

 $600 on-site at the 
Riverhead Foundation 
for Marine Research and 
Preservation ($650 for 
off-site). 

 New York’s only marine 
mammal and sea turtle 
stranding program. 

 Limited to 20 
participants. 











Seining Trip 
 Free! 

 Requires seine net and 
waders; marine science 
educators (local 
expertise). 

 Unlimited student 
participation. 

 Coordinated with 
Cornell Cooperative 
Extension (an internship 
partner). 





How to get started 
 Contact Student Activities. 

 Enlist students. 

 Advertise! 

 Reach out to local organizations (i.e., non-profits). 

 Start an email interest group. 

 



Thank You! 
Email: mcnamam@sunysuffolk.edu 

Office phone: 631-451-4688 


