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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF YNP WINTER VISITORS ON PARK COUNTY

Figure 6.
Economic Impact of  YNP Winter Visitors on Park County
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Total winter visitor expenditures in Park County were estimated using total lodging tax
collections for December 1997- March 1998 (see Table 3).  YNP winter visitor
expenditures in Park County were estimated from an analysis by the Cody Country
Chamber of Commerce for 1993-96.  The Chamber analysis was based on the YNP
Winter Travel Data Report and the YNP/University of Idaho Visitor Services Project
Report 75.  The Chamber estimates were updated to 1998 based on changes in average
daily room rates for Wyoming between 1993 and 1998 (Table 3).  The economic impact
of YNP winter visitor expenditures was estimated using an input-output model developed
for Park County by the Wyoming Cooperative Extension Service at the University of
Wyoming.

Based on the above methodology it is estimated that winter visitors spent a total of $5.7
million in the Park County economy during the 1997-98 winter season.  YNP winter
visitor expenditures represented $5.1 million or 90 percent of the total.  Considering the
“multiplier effect”, the $5.1 million in YNP winter visitor expenditures generated $8.7
million in total economic activity in the county.  This economic activity resulted in $1.8
million in personal income for residents and supported 467 jobs during the winter season.
The economic activity associated with YNP winter visitors also generated $306,800 in
tax revenue for state and local governments in Wyoming in the form of sales, gas, and
lodging taxes.

Because winter visitation is important part to Park County, the loss of winter access to
YNP would have a serious effect on the local economy.  Elimination of winter access to
YNP could represent a loss of employment equivalent to over 20 percent of winter
service sector employment in Park County.


