
Public Service Report
While QR is useful in many contexts, perhaps the one for which we have the greatest responsibility is in public decision making.  If public decision making has great consequence (and it does), and if good decision making requires informed QR (and it does), and if you are one of a few who are comfortable exploring the data (and you are), then it is important for you to make a contribution to such public discussions when you can.
The subject we will explore is financial aid policy at Carleton.  Several years ago, Carleton changed the process by which it handles “need sensitive” admissions.  (We will have a talk with Dean Thiboutot to learn about the details of the change.)  Of course, administrators, faculty, staff, and students are concerned that this policy change not alter the essence of Carleton.  Our work will assess that question through an examination of the incoming first-year student survey.
On the course Moodle page, you will find the 2005 survey.  (The surveys vary only slightly over time.)  Look over the questions which are asked and identify 3 related dimensions (questions) in which financial aid policy might alter the composition of the Carleton student body.  You will let me know of your choices in one week.  I will then provide you data from the 2002-2006 first-year surveys on the dimensions you have chosen.  Your task will be to write a 5 page report detailing if and how the Carleton student body has changed over these three dimensions surrounding the timing of the financial aid policy change.
A first draft will be due the Friday of Week 7.  The final draft will be due on the last day of finals.

