
Critique of OpEd
Over the course of this term, you have been armed with the tools to better understand the world around you by approaching topics from a numerical lens.  We have also talked about other questions of responsibility when writing for a public that is less-well equipped than we are.

I want you to apply your new skills and understanding in a critical evaluation of an OpEd column of your choice from a recent edition of the New York Times.  The column may or may not include numbers (though your task will be much easier if it does).  Your critical evaluation should identify the strengths and weaknesses of the column pertaining to quantitative reasoning.  (Of course, the column may be strong or weak in other dimensions.  That is a topic for another paper.)  While some choices made by the author may fall clearly into these two categories, I expect you may find choices which are in the gray area of “in one sense this was a strong choice, in another it was weak.”  Be sure to discuss questions of ethics/responsibility in addition to the execution of QR. 

As you think about your critique, consider the 10 QR questions identified in the syllabus.
Your paper will be five pages long.  

