
Numbers We All Should Know
Some argue that being a quantitatively literate person involves mastery of both process and content.  It is not enough to know how to approach numbers—sometimes you really need to know the number itself.  For instance, a quantitatively literature person might know the world’s population is around 6.2 billion people.  Or the US GDP is about $13 trillion.  

I’m not sure what I think about this idea, but I am open to being convinced.  Your task is to do your best to convince me by writing a two-page essay identifying one number we all should know, arguing for its significance, and presenting the number itself.  Because I don’t want to read 20 copies of the same paper, let me up the ante a bit: try to find a number that no one else in the class identifies.

Please bring 3 copies of your paper to class—one for me and one for two classmates who will provide you with feedback for you to use in revision.  The evaluation criteria include:
______Number selection: Appropriateness and significance of topic.  [10]

______Reasons supporting number importance: Quality and clarity. [10]

______Number presentation: Definition and comparative contrasts. [10]

______Source information: Identification and reliability evaluation. [10]

______Paper organization: Overall logical structure; Uses of opening and closing. [20]

______Writing quality: Basic grammar, word selection, sentence focus. [20]

______Argument quality: Statement clarity and evidence for claims. [10]

______Complexity: Recognition of uncertainties and questions raised. [10]


