Minnesota Budget Priorities Panel Discussions

The class periods of week 8 will be devoted to a discussion of public policy.  We will hold a series of panel discussions, each detailing one topic related to the Minnesota state budget.  Each panel will include two speakers (that’s two of you!) talking about the same broad topic.  They will work together so that they do not overlap “too much”—though overlap may be a very good thing where there is a difference in interpretation of the data.  Each speaker will talk for fifteen minutes before we open up the discussion to comments and questions from the floor (that’s the rest of us!) for about 5 minutes longer.
You should plan on doing a bit of research on your own before meeting with your partner.  At the first meeting, you will then divide up the topic so that you have a useful panel without redundancy.  Then you will each do more detailed research on your particular subtopic.  Plan to meet again sometime in week 7 to go over what you each intend to present.  Expect to revise your contribution in light of what the other is saying.

The goal of your panel is to inform the entire class about your topic so that they feel empowered to make thoughtful decisions about future policy.
Your panel is an oral presentation.  Visuals are more than welcome.  We will make Powerpoint available, but overheads and other visuals are good too.  Think carefully about how you integrate such visuals.  (See this page for some insightful suggestions: http://www.cs.berkeley.edu/~jrs/speaking.html.)  Practice your portion of the talk.  Dress the part.
Your evaluation will be based on:

· Selection of numerical evidence

· Presentation of numerical evidence (both in how it is described orally and how it is presented visually)

· Insightfulness of analysis (what are the key issues here? what does everyone need to know?)

· Effectiveness of oral presentation

After all of the panel sessions are complete, the class will engage in a “plenary session”—a full-group discussion reflecting on and debating what the prior panels suggest about how Minnesota ought to prioritize future government initiatives.
