Professor Abrams

Psychology 200

Research Assignment

Overview 

This assignment asks you to integrate many of the design and statistical techniques covered in the course. You are asked to choose a topic that interests you, conduct a literature review, design a study, and (after “making up” the data) construct an APA-style manuscript.

Hopefully, when you complete this assignment you will be well prepared to conduct research in future psychology courses, to assist with the research projects of psychology faculty, to present your work at conference “poster sessions,” and to write a psychology comps paper (which admittedly is probably not something on your short-term “to-do” list).

Part I: Choosing a Topic and Developing a Hypothesis


· Choose a topic in the area of abnormal or clinical psychology that interests you. For example, you might choose to study the etiology, phenomenology, assessment, or treatment of a particular mental disorder. 

· Next, gather three relatively-recent articles (i.e., full articles – not just abstracts) from peer-reviewed psychology journals that shed light on your topic. 

· Finally, write a preliminary Introduction section (about 1.5 pages), in which you: 

· introduce the psychological problem that your study will attempt to answer

· provide information about past research findings in your area (Tip: describe past students using past tense, and be sure to cite articles properly.)

· state and provide a rationale for your research hypothesis 

Turn in this written section plus the journal articles.

Due 2/3

Part II: Developing the Methodology

Write a Methods section (about 2 pages) using past tense with three sections: 

· A description of the participants (age, gender, ethnicity). Suggested sample sizes are as follows:

· 2 within-subject variables



N=20

· 1 within-subject and 1 between-subject variables 
N=40

· 2 between-subject variables



N=80 

· Any necessary aparati or materials (including questionnaires). Whenever possible, cite real questionnaires.

· The procedure

To maximize the learning from this project, your procedure should involve an experiment with two independent variables (i.e., two different variables to be manipulated) and one dependent variable. Think about the necessary components of devising a valid and reliable study. For example, be clear about how you are “operationalizing” your variables (especially your dependent variable).

Brief Example:

Topic: Treatments to reduce physiological arousal for individuals who experience intense social anxiety

Procedure: All participants (N=40) visit the lab to give a speech on two occasions. Each participant is randomly assigned to one of two groups:

Group 1: Uses relaxing visualization just before each speech.
During one visit, these participants additionally exercise for one hour prior to the speech.
During the other visit, they do not additionally exercise.

Group 2: Does not use relaxing visualization before speeches.
During one visit, these participants exercise for one hour prior to the speech.
During the other visit, they do not exercise.


Note that there are two IVs (one within subject - level of exercise, and one between subject - engagement in visualization) and one DV (level of social anxiety during the speech). 

Due 2/13

Part III: “Conducting” the Study

For practical reasons you are asked to “make up” the data for your study. Imagine what the data might look like if your research hypothesis is true. In fact, create the data so as to achieve statistically-significant results consistent with your hypothesis. Be sure to add values for your variable levels in the “variable view” setting. Save the data set in your folder on the server with the name “YourNameRA.sav” (e.g., AbramsRA.sav)

Due 2/20

Part IV: The Written Report

You are asked to write a 7-8 page (including all references and figures; page limit is strictly enforced) double-spaced APA-style manuscript. The manuscript must include the following:

1. Title page (not included in the total page count)

2. Abstract (on a page by itself), in which you briefly yet comprehensively summarize your study in 120 words or fewer

3. Introduction, in which you cover the topics noted in Part I, plus provide a purpose/rationale for the study and predict the results

4. Method section as described in Part II

5. Results section, in which you describe your data (using means and standard deviations) and present the results of your statistical analyses (calculated using SPSS). You will need to conduct independent-samples t-tests, dependent-samples t-tests and/or ANOVAs. (Also, please print your results within SPSS and submit them with your final paper. These pages aren’t included in the page count.)

6. Discussion section, in which you briefly describe the conclusions one can draw from the study, the limitations of those conclusions, and future studies which could shed additional light on the topic.

7. Reference section

8. Figures (using SPSS or PowerPoint). The figures will most likely be line graphs or bar graphs.

To further assist your writing efforts, you are required to submit your paper to the Writing Center, schedule a session to review your paper, and revise your paper according to the feedback. Following completion of your tutoring session, your Writing Assistant will submit to me a report of your work together. 

Last day to visit Writing Center is 2/27

Paper is due at 5 pm on 3/8.

Note: Please turn in the first drafts of your Introduction and Method sections as well.
Sources of Assistance
Identifying and locating journal articles 

· Psychology Librarian Liaison (Ann Zawistoski)

APA-Style

· The APA Publication Manual (6th ed.)

Manuscript elements (23-37)

Sample manuscript (40-59)

Tables (128-150)

Figures (150-167)

Crediting sources (169-179)

Reference section (198-202)

· Articles from recent peer-reviewed psychology journals

