Assignment: Predicting Disease 


We have read the predictions made in 1995 about the likely spread of AIDS throughout the world by 2005.  In this exercise, we will 

1) Learn about sources for medical data. ( The CDC and WHO will be your best sources for AIDS data) 

2) Assess the likely reliability of these data, using the criteria we developed for historical demography and investigating the methodology used for generating these data.

3) Compare the actual spread of AIDS by 2005 with the predictions reported in Laurie Garrett,  The Coming Plague.

4) From your studies this term about the history of plague, generate a list of possible causes of the difference in the predictions and the outcome.

5) Compare your list with the explanations given for the outcomes by the medical community.

In a clear and concise paper of approximately 5 pages, summarize your findings and conclude with your reflections on the difficulties and reliability of disease predictions. What was assumed in making the predictions in 1995? How well did these assumptions hold? 
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