History 239 Syllabus

Winter 2010

Susannah Ottaway

Leighton 211 x5446 sottaway@carleton.edu
Office Hours: Monday 10:00-12:00; Wednesday 1:00-3:00

This course covers disparate aspects of the history of the British Isles from the reign of the Tudors to the onset of the Industrial Revolution and the so-called Great Reform Act of 1832.  Students are expected to emerge from the course with a firm grasp on the major political developments of the period, a deeper understanding of the meanings and dynamics of religious change in the early modern era, and enhanced intuition into the lived experience of individuals in an era before the advent of indoor plumbing (etc.).  Diverse readings and topics are brought together frequently around the themes of gender, the changing nature of English (or British) identity, ideas regarding human nature and rights, and demographic change.

Course Readings
We will be using a textbook for this class: Early Modern England 1485-1714: A Narrative History, 2nd Edition by Robert Bucholz and Newton Key.  This text was written for American audiences, so it assumes very little background knowledge; some of you may find it sufficient to skim the chapters, while others will prefer to read them carefully.  The textbook also has some useful downloads on the publisher’s website (a timeline, list of officeholders, etc.):

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1405162759,descCd-DOWNLOAD.html
In addition, we will be examining a wide variety of books, articles, and primary sources.  The following are available for purchase in the bookstore:

Austen, Mansfield Park
Cockayne, Hubbub
Dirks, The Scandal of Empire
Loades, Henry VIII
Other readings will be located on e-reserves (remember that the password for history courses is HIST), or through JSTOR, Historical Abstracts, Ebsco, ECCO or EEBO, all of which can be found on the Gould Library’s list of electronic resources.  If a reading’s location is not designated on the syllabus, please draw my attention to this oversight.

Grades will be determined as follows:

Response Papers: 10% each for a total of 60% - the lowest grade will be dropped

Presentation: 15%

Special Collections/Research Proposal Project: 10%

Attendance and Participation: 15%

There may also be quizzes during the course of the term, if these are deemed necessary or helpful as an assessment of your ability to absorb information from the readings.  If this is the case, the quiz grades will be folded into the attendance and participation grades.

Course Schedule

Week One Culture and Identity

Tuesday: In-class reading of Shakespeare and Blake

Thursday: The Medieval Inheritance: Culture and Society

Readings: Bucholz and Key, Introduction and Chap. 1 (1-62) (Alternatively, you could start Loades, Henry VIII, depending on your background knowledge and level of comfort with English history)
In Class: Lecture and Group Work on Medieval Population

Week Two: Tudor Politics and Religion I

Tuesday: Henry VIII
Readings: Loades, Henry VIII: Court Church and Conflict
Presentation: Early Modern England and the Law – map out the nature of, locations of, and functioning of, the various elements of the legal processes in Tudor England, basing your analysis on Key and Bucholz’s descriptions in their textbook, and Loades’s chapter on the law.
In-Class Visit to Special Collections
Thursday:  The Protestant Reformation

Readings: Bucholz and Key, Chap. 2 (63-87); Shagan, “Selling the Sacred: Dissolution and Spoliation of the Abbey of Hailes,” (on e-reserves) and if time read Thomas Mayer’s review in Albion, available on JSTOR
In Class: Queens Project
Week Three: Tudor Politics and Religion II

Tuesday: Mary Tudor

Readings: Bucholz and Key, chap. 3 (88-111); selections from John Foxe, Acts and Monuments (in Elizabeth I and Her Age, edited by Stump and Felch, pp. 32-40); The Laws of Treason (in The Tudor Constitution, Documents and Commentary, edited by GR Elton, pp. 69-76); C. Haigh, English Reformations: Religion, Politics and Society under the Tudors, ch. 12 (Catholic Restoration) and 13 (Problems and Persecutions), pp. 203-234.
Presentation: Edward VI – Readings: D. MacCulloch, The Boy King, pp. 11-56

Thursday: Queen Elizabeth I the Commonwealth, and England’s Atlantic Reach
Readings: Bucholz and Key, chaps 4-5 (112-151); Elizabeth I, “The Golden Speech” 1601); Richard Hakluyt, Voyages and Discoveries, “The Famous Voyage of Sir Francis Drake,” pp. 171-188; David Armitage, “The Elizabethan Idea of Empire,” Transactions of the Royal Historical Society; 2004 14: 269-277 (on Proquest); Thomas Smith, De republica Anglorum The maner of gouernement or policie of the realme of England, compiled by the honorable man Thomas Smyth, Doctor of the ciuil lawes, knight, and principall secretarie vnto the two most worthie princes, King Edwarde the sixt, and Queene Elizabeth (1583), First Book, Chapters 15, 16 (On the nature of a commonwealth and the accord of its rule with its nature); Chapters 21-24 (and you can look at the previous chapters on the nobility), on defining terms and roles of gentlemen, citizens, yeomen and those who do not rule).  This is available on EEBO in several forms, including a typescript, which you may find easiest to read, even though it is less complete than others.  Note carefully Smith’s view of how the different elements of the society work together; the second book will describe the nature of the political roles of Monarch, Parliament, and Law courts, but this book sets up that discussion.  Also note that Anne McLaren has written an insightful piece regarding Smith’s political agenda in Historical Journal 42 (1999), “Reading Sir Thomas Smith's De Republica Anglorum As Protestant Apologetic”
Presentation: Elizabeth I: Topic of Choice

Week Four: The English Civil War

Tuesday: Religious and Political Conflict and Early Stuart Rule

Readings: Bucholz and Key, chap. 7 (201-237); Excerpts from James I, Basilikon Doron, Book II; excerpts from King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire, pp 170-83.

Presentation: Puritans and the Early Stuarts: Peter Lake, Ch. 14. 'Thou Look'st like Antichrist 
in that Lewd Hat': Puritans, the Stage and the Market in The Alchemist and Bartholomew 
Fair’ in The AntiChrist's lewd hat : Protestants, Papists and players in post-Reformation 
England (New Haven : Yale University Press, c2002)
Thursday: The War of Three Kingdoms: Conflict in Scotland and Ireland 
Readings: Bucholz and Key, chap. 8 (238-264); Conrad Russell, “The British Problem and the English Civil War,” History, 1987 72(236): 395-415 

Lecture: Civil War and the rise of radicalism
Week Five: Interregnum and Restoration 

Tuesday: Cromwell and the Radicals – Levellers, Quakers, Diggers and Fifth Monarchists
Readings: Documents on the Levellers (listed as such on E-Reserves), Thomas Venner, “The last speech and prayer with other passages of Thomas Venner, the chief incourager and promoter of the late horrid rebellion immediately before his execution in Coleman-street on Saturday last being the 19th of Ianuary, 1660 : together with the names of the rest that were condemned for the same fact,” on EEBO; George Fox, “The priests fruits made manifest. And the fashions of the world, and the lust of ignorance: also, a few vvords to the city of London: G.F.” (1657) on EEBO
Lecture: Cromwell in Ireland and Scotland

Thursday: Charles II and the Reign of the New Philosophy
Readings: Bucholz and Key, chap. 9 (265-301); Steven Shapin, ”The House of Experiment in Seventeenth-Century England,”  Isis (1988) available on JSTOR; Simon Werrett, “Healing the Nation’s Wounds: Royal Ritual and Experimental Philosophy in Restoration England,” History of science (2000) vol:38 iss:4 (available on e-reserves)
Presentation: The Scientific Revolution

Lecture: Stuart politics and the rise of party 
Week Six: Social and Cultural History of Early Modern England
Tuesday: The Glorious Revolution

Readings: Bucholz and Key, chap. 10 and Conclusion (302-376); Begin Hubbub
Lecture: Seventeenth-century natural rights discourse
Readings: Hubbub
Lecture: Population stagnation and economic change
Presentation: Animals and People in the Early Modern Era – Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World – selections.

Week Seven: The British Enlightenment

Tuesday: The Scottish Enlightenment

Readings: Buchan, Crowded with Genius: The Scottish Enlightenment, Edinburgh’s Moment of the Mind, Prologue (1-4) and chap3, (56-84); Shaftesbury, Smith
Lecture: Eighteenth-century politics
Thursday: English Enlightenment and Empire
Readings: Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain begin at page 78, which leads into the chapters that focus on Hastings, and get through at least the chapter on “Economy” by next Monday.
Lecture: Background information on empire and economy

Presentation: Take-off to the Industrial Revolution, contrasting views: “The Industrial Revolution and the Demographic Transition,” Khan, Aubhik. Business Review (Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia), 2008 First Quarter, p9-15; EA Wrigley, excerpt from Peoples, Cities and Wealth; Cambridge Economic History
Week Eight: A New British Empire 
Tuesday: The Age of Scandal/Reform

Readings: Finish assigned sections of Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain
Thursday: Rights and Reform in the Age of Revolutions
Readings: Thomas Clarkson, Letters on the slave-trade, and the state of the natives in those parts of Africa, which are contiguous to Fort St. Louis and Goree, written at .Paris… (London, 1791) on ECCO, Selections from Mary Wollstonecraft, The Vindication of the Rights of Women
Presentation: Humanitarianism and the Reform of Popular Culture – Bear Baiting from Emma Griffin. England's Revelry: A History of Popular Sports and Pastimes, 1660-1830 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005); Thomas Haskell, “Capitalism and the Origin of Humanitarian Sensibility” AHR (1985)
Week Nine: Culture and Society at the Turn of the Century
Tuesday: Polite Culture

Readings: Jane Austen, Mansfield Park
Lecture and in-class project on the Demographic Revolution and the Evolution of the Poor Laws
Presentation: Masculinity in the Eighteenth Century: Joanne Myers, “A Case of Murderous Sensibility: James Hackman, Interiority and Masculine Agency in Late Eighteenth-Century England,” Gender and History 20, 2 (2008): 312-331; Henry French and Mark Rotherby, 'Upon your entry into the world': masculine values and the threshold of adulthood among landed elites in England 1680-1800, Social History (Nov2008), Vol. 33 Issue 4
Thursday: IN CLASS LIBRARY PROJECT
Readings: Finish Mansfield Park
Week Ten: The Industrial Revolution and Political Reform
Tuesday: Looking towards 1832 and 1834
Readings: Pearce, Robert, “The Great Reform Act of 1832,” History Review, Mar2007, Issue 57, p15-19; Somers, Margaret R.; Block, Fred, “From Poverty to Perversity: Ideas, Markets, and Institutions over 200 Years of Welfare Debate,” American Sociological Review, Apr2005, Vol. 70 Issue 2, p260-287
Class Projects

Queens Project

One of the enduring points of interest in early Tudor history is Henry VIII’s unfortunate marital habits.  The fate of Henry’s queens (whose fate is easily remembered through the mnemonic: “divorced, beheaded, died, divorced, beheaded, survived”) breeds many vexing questions, not least of which is: “What was the importance of these women to the political, religious and social history of this era?”  This project helps us to address this question through a “divide and conquer” approach.  Each student in the class should read the supplementary information listed below for at least one of Henry VIII”s wives.  When we gather in class, you will seek to answer the question above with reference both to the shared readings from Loades’s biography, and from the additional sources.  If you have time, you should all read (or at least skim) Anne McLaren’s article (listed in the Cleves section), which is a general review of scholarship on the queens and gives a really nice overview of the nature of early modern queenship.
Catherine of Aragon – Maria Dowling, “A Woman’s Place? Learning and the Wives of Henry VIII” in History Today, Vol 41, 1991 – available in PDF from Historical Abstracts


(also has significant info. on Anne Boleyn and Katharine Parr)

(Also NB Constance Jordan, “Feminism and the Humanists: The Case of Sir Thomas Elyot’s ‘Defence of Good Women’” Renaissance Quarterly, (1983) 36 (2): 181-201 (looks at Elyot’s claims for women’s equality in civic life)

Anne Boleyn – Greg Walker, “Rethinking the Fall of Anne Boleyn,” Historical Journal 45 (1) (2002): 1-29. (jstor)  You may also want to look at: Eric Ives, Anne Boleyn and the Early Reformation in England: The Contemporary Evidence,” Historical Journal 37 (2) (1994): 389-400; and, particularly Retha Warnicke, “The Fall of Anne Boleyn Revisited” English Historical Review 108 (428) (1993): 653-665.  (These offer three very different interpretations of Anne’s fall, all revealing disparate views on her nature and influence at court, as well as contrasting ideas about Henry VIII’s court and politics.)
Jane Seymour – The Lisle Letters, pp. 276-284 (on e-reserves; this is a primary source, revealing a courtier’s view of Jane); Richard DeMolen, “The Birth of Edward VI and the Death of Queen Jane: The Arguments for and against Caesarean Section” Renaissance Studies 4(4) (1990): 359-391 (You can skip the tedious parts where he lists the viewpoints of a long list of historians, focusing on the evidence at hand, his interpretation about what this shows us in regards to Henry VIII, and the reasons that historians have come to such contrasting conclusions.)
Anne of Cleves (and queenship generally) – Anne McLaren, “Review Article: Queenship in Early Modern England and Scotland” The Historical Journal, 49, 3 (2006): 935-952 (you do not have to read the last section, on 17-19th century queens). (on proquest)
Catherine Howard, excerpt from David Starkey, Six Wives: The Queens of Henry VIII, pp. 644-684

Katherine Parr – William Haugaard, “Katherine Parr: the Religious Convictions of a Renaissance Queen,” Renaissance Quarterly 22, 4 (1969): 346-359 (JSTOR)
Papers:
This course takes an unusual approach to written assignments.  Rather than requiring you to write a series of analytical essays, or a research paper, I am asking you to write a series of SEVEN short, reflective essays.  These are designed to nurture skills that do not always come naturally to students, and which are subtler aspects of the art of historical writing, but which are nonetheless essential features of the best work in the historian’s craft.  You will be identifying striking quotations, anecdotes or facts in your class readings, and then crafting a concise, sharp, pointed set of paragraphs where you use that quotation (etc.) as a starting point for you to share some insight into a theme that you think was central to the readings for that day.  You may use any of the sources that were assigned for a given day, and you may bring in information from anything that we do, say, read, or recount in class, and you may include information outside of just the week in which you write the essay.  For example, you might choose to use a quotation by Henry VIII cited in David Loades’s book as the starting point for a miniature review of Loades’s biography.  You may decide to contrast a phrase in your textbook that characterizes James I as a religious scholar with your own analysis of James’s failure to attend to the disparate religious needs of his three kingdoms, or you might want to start with a piece of dialogue from Austen’s novel, and then use that to illustrate the accuracy (or not) of Wollstonecraft’s critique of women’s education.
Whatever specific aspect of the readings you choose to use for this assignment, it must be handed in electronically, on the course MOODLE site, at some point before the start of the class period in which we read that telling quotation (etc.).  Because there is a great deal of flexibility already built into this assignment, late papers will not be accepted.  These papers will include the following:

· A catchy and relevant title
· An opening quotation, story, anecdote, fact, image, etc. that launches the reader into your topic

· Clear, concise writing in which you develop a significant theme related both to the quotation you chose and to the topic of the course (either specifically in that week, or generally for the course – e.g. you could write every essay on the theme of British identity, or English religious views, or each essay could develop a separate theme that is specific to the topic for the week in which you write the essay)

· The use of some evidence from the syllabus for that week

· No more than two pages, and no less than one full page, double-spaced, with one-inch margins all around, in 12-point font

Ideally, the essay will also be:

· Witty and/or incisive
· Give the reader a sense that you are excited and/or engaged with the topic that you have chosen (i.e. if you are not interested in the relevance of population statistics to the onset of industrialization, don’t write an essay on it!  Instead, choose what may be a minor point of your readings and develop that – say, an off-hand comment about the living conditions of coalminers that allows you to use the insights on daily life developed through reading Hubbub….)
· Carefully crafted to develop a genuinely fresh insight into the theme that you choose

· Beautifully written, with an argument where every piece of evidence that you use is as deliberately and wisely chosen as your opening quotation, and transitions work smoothly to lead the reader through your essay.

Source Project: Special Collections and Electronic Collections

At Carleton, we are fortunate to have a superb collection of source materials in British History.  Early English Books Online (EEBO) is a collection of c. 100,000 books and tracts from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO) has almost 150,000 digital images of books published in the United Kingdom from 1700-1800.  On top of that, for reasons that remain somewhat mysterious, our Special Collections department has a wealth of original early modern English texts, donated over the years by retired faculty, alumni, and friends of the college.  In essence, then, Carleton has as complete a collection of British history source materials as a decent graduate program, and you could easily write a Ph.D. thesis based just on the sources that we can access at our liberal arts college!  This project is designed to help you sample these various sources, to give you a taste of what it would be like to do advanced research in this field, and to let you begin to develop a sense of the disparate flavors of the online vs. print media that we have in our library.  

The project has four parts:  First, we will visit the Special Collections department of the Gould Library to browse through the wealth of print sources from this period of British history.  This will give you a sense of the documents that we hold, and it will also allow you to think about which document (or, as in the case of the maps collections, set of documents) you would like to examine later in the term.  Second, you will spend a full class period during the ninth week of term examining one of the printed sources available in Special Collections.  You are not expected to read the work from start to finish, but, rather, to develop a sense of the contents of the source.  From this knowledge, you will develop a tentative research plan in regards to your chosen document(s).  Given your knowledge of the contents of the source, what kinds of questions will it help you to answer?  Think about the various historical methods/approaches we have used and witnessed this term: which of those would be most effective with this source?  
For the third element of the project, you will use Carleton’s extensive databases of primary sources for early modern and eighteenth-century England.  Having devised a research topic and approach from your study of the Special Collections document(s), you will identify sources from EEBO and ECCO that would assist you in your research agenda.  You should start by using the online search tools to gather additional information on the source that you chose.  Is it available in multiple editions in our databases?  How do the online versions differ from our edition?  What aspects of the document’s publishing history can you determine? 

Finally, you will turn in a summary of your findings in the form of a research proposal.  This research proposal will contain the following:

· A description of the source that you examined in Special Collections (full citation, one paragraph description of contents)

· A statement of your research question(s) that 1) clearly states the theme that you will be addressing; 2) explains the significance of the question; 3) clarifies why you would use this source to examine this question
· An explanation of the additional sources and methods for your study.  Here, you will identify at least three documents and/or images from EEBO and ECCO that are of direct relevance to your project.  They may be alternative editions of your document, which you will be using as part of your preparation for a document collection that is to include the source you found in Special Collections.  In contrast, they may be sources that address the themes that are central to your document, and they will thus allow you to make a fuller analysis of this topic in your research.  Either approach is fine, as long as you clearly explain the compelling logic behind your choices.

· A personal statement (this is the hard part) in which you “tell a story” about why this project is especially pertinent to you.  You may want to couch this in terms of a lifelong interest; perhaps you prefer to make this a purely scholarly narrative; or maybe you want to place your project within the trajectory of the course.  Regardless of your particular approach, this section (1-3 paragraphs) of the proposal should allow your voice to emerge very clearly and in a style that is attractive and engaging.  

Presentation

Each person in the class, working either individually or, preferably, in a pair, will make a 15 minute presentation to the class on one of the topics that is listed on the syllabus.  If you do not see a topic listed that appeals to you, and would like to propose an alternative, please check this idea out with me before the end of the first week of classes.  I am happy to be flexible on these topics, and to work with you to identify sources that will allow you to explore your individual passions and interests.
