Potential Problems

The two main, potential problems students have are with Excel and with the math.  The first was actually more time intensive for me.  I held a help session in the evening to give them some examples on how to create a series in Excel, how to use formulas, how to make charts, and change things like axes labels and legends, and how to put more than one series on a graph.  In the future I think it would be better to include in earlier assignments, some simpler graphing problems, to get them familiar with making graphs with Excel.  Excel is cumbersome but is one that is usually available on any computer at home or campus.  The ones that are familiar with other graphing programs will not need your help anyway.  It may also be useful to tell students that there are many websites that can help them.  Literally type in your problem in to Google and you will find something useful. I found some of these pages clearer than the help program in Excel itself.
The math problems usually encountered with this assignment, are related to unit conversion and creating a logarithmic scale (or many times, what is a logarithmic scale? or sometimes, what is a logarithm?).  The former is not very obvious to most students surprisingly, even to the ones who have used logarithms before.  The trick of course is to create a linear series in Excel and then create a column that is 10n, where n represents the linear series.  If you can find a clever way to get them to come up with the answer instead of just telling them, which is what I usually do, I would love to know. 

Unit conversions are continually a thorn in my side, no matter what assignment it is.  In this assignment since the limits for the x and y axes are given to them, they can usually tell if they have made an a unit error, because they will not get anything that looks like a Kohler curve.
