NS 130   NATURAL DISASTERS

Sec. E01   Spring 2006






Wednesday 5 – 7:20 p.m.

(Note: This course will satisfy an Arts/Humanities elective, but will not satisfy the MA/NS requirements.)

Instructor: Anna Tary      Office: JEN 117
       Phone: (781) 891-2236

Fax: (781) 891-2838
E-mail: atary@bentley.edu
Office hours: Thursday 4:30-5:30 p.m., or by appointment.  As I have a full-time position at Bentley that is separate from my teaching I am generally here and available Monday and Thursday from 10:00 a.m.-6 p.m., Tuesday and Wednesday from about 10:00 - 4:30and Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 4 p.m. You are welcome to make appointments with me during these hours or to drop by anytime that I am here, but be aware that my other duties take precedence during those hours. 

Textbook:  Natural Hazards (1st ed.) by Edward Keller and Robert Blodgett (2006). 

In this course, you’ll learn about natural disasters (their causes, effects, and what, if anything, we can do to prevent or predict them) – and more! We will focus on the recent Hurricane Katrina in part, but will not wholly neglect some of the other “major” types of natural hazards that pose a threat to man, such as tornadoes, volcanoes, earthquakes, and, of course, tsunami.
My expectations: 

Each of you will gain a good basic scientific understanding of how certain natural disasters occur and what actions are within our technological abilities to prevent or mitigate the hazards posed by these threats. You should be able to assimilate the information presented to you so that you can actually think about the varying aspects of any situation, and be able to discuss, compare, interpret, and evaluate these factors in questions posed to you.

I also hope that you develop, or increase, your empathy for those who have been touched by the effects of disasters around the world, as well as your knowledge of global hazards so that you will be aware of the risks you personally may face wherever you settle down.

Service Learning Option!!! For the first time, I am offering the option for a group of you to work on a service learning project related to the Bayou la Batre Clinic in rural Alabama. This is the clinic that Bentley has “adopted” as a specific focus for our Katrina-related relief efforts. My group, which will focus on developing a disaster readiness plan for the clinic, is one team among several related to the ID299 course being run this semester. For more info, see me. Also, I have handouts for the details…

My teaching style is generally informal. Some standards that I hope we’ll all follow include being on time, being energetic and participatory (which certainly makes things less boring), being receptive to each others’ input, and being courteous and upbeat.
Assignments and Grading:



Participation and attendance

  
15 % (This includes B-Board postings)



Homework/ Assignments


20%




Quizzes 




20%
(2@10%)


Course Project




30% (this is not the service learning project!)

Final Exam




15%

The Fine Print (Always read the fine print of any document carefully!):
· No extra credit will be given.

· Absences totaling four classes worth of time will result in an automatic grade of "F" for the course.

· Late work: for each day that an assignment is turned in after the due date, 7% of the grade will be deducted, up to a 49% loss. After 7 days past due date, NO work will be accepted. 

· You are responsible for obtaining info/materials/assignments you may have missed due to an absence. Be aware that you can get copies of handouts from me, but I do not have detailed notes of my lectures.

· The fact that “the web/printer/network was down” the night before – or an hour before – an assignment is due is not a valid reason to hand in late work. 

· If you miss a quiz for a valid reason (which means confirmed with me beforehand), you must make up the quiz before the start of the next class. 

· Please turn off cell phones/pagers before the start of class; and keep them off your desks.

· Bentley College’s policies regarding Academic Honesty will be rigorously followed.  See your Student Handbook for details, and ask me if something is ambiguous. I expect that none of you will produce dishonest work; this includes (but is not limited to) cheating on quizzes, purchasing papers, or plagiarizing from reference sources, from your own earlier work, or from other students (past or present). When you incorporate information from web sites, books, or other sources in your work (in your own words, of course), I expect you to cite those sources. I would much rather see every sentence in a paragraph referenced than see something from another source passed off as your own original idea. Direct quotes (again, properly credited) should be used sparingly at most– taking the time to put an idea into your own words means that you're really trying to “get it.” This is a serious matter to me, and I expect you all to take it seriously as well. I will discuss specifics of academic honesty as the course goes on.

· Always be willing to ask questions.  If I can’t answer right away, I will try to do so in a timely fashion. 

· If you have constructive criticism, please don’t hesitate to approach me with your thoughts outside class. Don’t wait for semester’s end, by which time it is too late for either of us to correct a negative situation.

· As this is a Communication Intensive course, I do grade, in part, for proper spelling and grammar. Four suggestions that may help you: One, read your papers aloud and see how they sound – you may be surprised. Two, use – but don’t completely rely on – the spelling/grammar check function in your software (MS Word’s spellchecker doesn’t, for example, flag all misused “real” words – the ‘to/two/too’ dilemma). Three, the Writing Center here at Bentley is a free resource to help you. Four, ask a friend to proofread your work, after you have proofread it yourself.

VERY General Course Topic Schedule (subject to revision):

1. Tectonic-Driven Hazards – earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunami
2. Weather-Related Disasters – hurricanes, tornadoes
3. Surficial Hazards – flooding, landslides
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General Course Topic Schedule (subject to revision):

Date

Topic



Assignment due


Readings
Jan 25
Introduction, Katrina


Lab1



Ch. 1
Feb 1

Plate Tectonics



HW1 due





8

Earthquakes



HW2 due, Project topics
Ch. 2


15

More Shaking – effects and hazards
Lab2

22

Volcanoes



Project meetings completed
Ch. 3




Mar 1

Volcanic hazards and effects

HW3 due, Lab3

8

Hurricanes



Quiz #1


Ch. 8

15





Spring Break!!!!!

22

Hurricane effects and coastal problems
Lab4


29

Tornadoes & Other Weather

HW4 due


Ch. 7



Apr 5

Geomorphological problems




12

Floods




Quiz #2


Ch. 4


19

Floods




Lab4






26

Landslides



Revised write-ups



Ch. 5
May 3

Panel discussion

All students must be present for full session!


May 10
FINAL EXAM!!  You MUST attend the scheduled final exam period to take the final!!!

NS130 Class work due dates (partial list; subject to revision)
In-Class Work:

Jan 25 


Lab1

Feb 15


Lab2

Mar 1



Lab3

Apr 19


Lab4

Homeworks (due at START of class; the 24-hour clock starts ticking at 5:05 pm):

Feb 1



HW1

Feb 8



HW2

Mar 1



HW3

Mar 29


HW4

Quizzes/Exams:

Mar 8



Quiz1

Apr 12


Quiz2

May 10 


Final Exam!! You MUST be present during the exam period.

Other:

Feb 8



Project topic selection

Various times

Meeting with me about project topic

Various times

Rough drafts

Various days

Presentations to class; Powerpoint lectures

Apr 26 


Write-up final revisions

May 3


Panel Discussion/Debate
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