Student Success Rates
As an indirect measure of motivation and confidence, we compared student success in non-reform sections of College Algebra with the “reform” sections taught using the College Algebra in Context materials.  All of these sections were taught by the PI at Dakota Wesleyan.  

· Five non-reform sections from the Fall of 2000 through the Spring of 2003.  
· Fourteen reform sections, Fall 2004 through Fall 2008.  
· The three sections offered in the 2004-2005 academic year occurred before the grant period and the technology used consisted only of graphing calculators.  
· Later sections used laptop computers along with graphing calculators.  Software employed included Fathom Dynamic Data software from Key Curriculum Press. 
· The grading system in the reform sections incorporated group homework and students could ‘drop’ their lowest grades with some conditions.  This system has only undergone small changes since the 2004-2005 school year.
· D grades over the last 3 semesters were 10.7% of enrollment, versus 7.6% the 3 semesters before that.
	
	Non-reform (N=119)
	Reform sections (N= 349)
	2004-2005  (N=72)
	2005-2006  (N=64)
	2006-2007 (N=78)
	2007-2008 (N=79)
	Fall 2008 (N=56)

	Avg. Sct. Size
	23.8
	24.3
	24
	21.3
	26
	26.3
	28

	% completion
	76%
	90.8%
	87.5%
	84.4%
	91.0%
	95.0%
	94.8%

	% A or B
	46%
	57.6%
	64%
	57%
	51.3%
	59.5%
	55.1%


