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Northern Pocket Gopher (image by Ty Smedes)

    Modern distribution of T. talpoides (from Neotoma database)
Order: Rodentia (Rodents)
Family: Geomyidae (pocket gophers)
Body Size: Length Range, 165-260 mm; Weight Range, 60-160 g.

Physical Description: Gophers show characteristics typical of fossorial (burrowing) mammals including a well-muscled head and shoulders with little neck, short legs, small eyes, and special curved claws. Their prominent incisors as well as their cheek teeth are ever-growing. The Northern Pocket Gopher has a silvery-brown fur. Like other gophers the Northern Pocket Gopher has cheek pouches. 

Distribution: The Northern Pocket Gopher’s modern range extends from east-central Alberta to extreme southeastern Manitoba in the north to central South Dakota and northwest New Mexico in the south to Cascade and Sierra Nevada Mountains in the west.

Habitat: The Northern Pocket Gopher is typicall found in areas where the soil is soft and dry enough for their burrowing. They tend to prefer the short grass prairie, but are also found in open forests where brush and groundcover provide sufficient dietary resources. They do not do well in areas where summer temperatures are greater than about 100° F. Exposure to temperatures greater than 100° F (37.5° C) are often fatal. Although it prefers looser soils, the Northern Pocket Gopher is less specialized in its soil preference than other pocket gophers. The greatest population densities are found in herbaceous mountain meadow grasslands and tundra, sagebrush steppe, and grasslands with interspersed or nearby aspens (Populus tremuloides). They are particularly abundant in elevations between 1220-2745 meters (4000-9000 feet), but may experience high mortality in areas with deep snowpack due to burrow flooding after snowmelt.

Diet: The pocket gopher is a dietary generalist that eats most species of succulent grasses, forbs, and shrubs. Most of its diet consists of the below ground plant parts (roots and tubers) it encounters in burrow construction and maintenance. 

Behavior: As indicated by its ever-growing incisors, long claws, and muscular head, neck, and shoulders, the Northern Pocket Gopher is an avid digger. It uses its large cheek pouches to transport excavated dirt from its burrows to the surface. During daylight hours it remains in its burrow, but becomes active at dusk and night emerging to maintain burrow entrances and forage for food. Gophers will create food caches in snow that are often dominated by dandelion. Their fossorial life-ways provides good protection from most above ground predators active during the day (e.g., coyotes (Canis latrans) and bobcats (Lynx rufus), but are particularly vulnerable to predation by owls who hunt at dusk and during the night. Gopher snakes (Pituophis catenifer), rattlesnakes (Crotalus viridis), long-tailed weasels (Mustela frenata), and the American Martin (Martes americana) may all prey on Northern Pocket Gophers in their burrows.

Paleoecological Implications: Because of its preference for loose soils on the short-grass prairie, this gopher is a good indicator of grasslands and perhaps – given their abundance in subalpine meadows and tundras in the western and southern mountainous parts of their range, and presence in cooler northern grasslands – cool and moist conditions.

Web Resources: 
http://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Thomomys_talpoides/
http://zipcodezoo.com/index.php/Thomomys_talpoides#pane2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUy1_CSBFs4
https://youtu.be/pa91FN_37LQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEthRtDQ3eU&ebc=ANyPxKpbTkQ6r3am3zuzRltBwgsDeoTXZ4LIerM6j_iK2Q6UTpSZ8OBbhR6Sy8vKrwxDzI9wdwas
http://wdfw.wa.gov/living/gophers.html
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