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Modern distribution of N. floridana (from Neotoma database)
Order: Rodentia (Rodents)
Family: Cricetidae (Lemmings and Voles)
Body Size: Average Length, 320 mm males, 369 mm females; Range, 305-450 mm males, 300-399 mm females; Weight Average, 299 g males, 216 g females, Range, 220-384 g males; 174-260 g females.

Physical Description: The Eastern woodrat is a large, stocky bodied woodrat covered with long, soft, brownish-gray fur. The long (15-20cm) tail is bi-colored (brownish-gray on the ventral (top) side and white on the dorsal (bottom) side.

Distribution: The Eastern woodrat is widely distributed in the southeast US extending from central Florida west to eastern Texas north to eastern Colorado and western South Dakota and east to Rhode Island. Most of its range coincides with the temperate eastern hardwood forests, but some westernmost populations occupy grasslands.

Habitat: Eastern woodrats occur in a variety of habitats with a temperate climate, but prefers moister areas in hardwood forests near water bodies with dense groundcover. It is found in deciduous forests, swamps, marshes, and near rivers, but in some western area inhabits grasslands.

Diet: Eastern woodrats are dietary generalists and feed on nuts, seeds, fungi, roots, stems, foliage, fruits, and occasionally insects. They prefer moist foods but their winter diet consists largely of stored (cached) dry seeds and nuts gathered during throughout the fall.

Behavior: The nocturnal Eastern woodrat builds large nests that may reach a height of 1m (3ft) of sticks, twigs, and leaves in holes in the ground, logs, and rock crevices. Their nests, sometimes called houses, are often occupied by other animals including rabbits (Sylvilagus floridanus, S. aquaticas, S. palustris), white-footed mouse (Peromyscus leucopus), and amphibians. Although they do not hibernate, they will spend long periods of time in their nests during harsh winter weather. The nests afford protection from many predators too large for the entrance. Their primary predators outside the nest include great horned owl (Bubo virginianus), red fox (Vulpes vulpes), gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus), and raccoon (Procyon lotor). The timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), black rat snakes (Elaphe obsoleta obsolete) and long-tailed weasels (Mustela frenata) will enter woodrat nests.

A notable behavior is their habit of collecting non-food and non-nest material objects and placing them in their nests, earning them their packrat nickname. Consequently, ancient packrat nests often contain plant and animal remains useful in paleoenvironmental reconstructions.

Paleoecological Implications: With a single exception of fossil Eastern Woodrat in eastern New Mexico (Harris 1984), the known Late Pleistocene (29 – 10ka) distribution is nearly identical to the modern Eastern Woodrat distribution.

Web Resources: 
http://www.mnh.si.edu/mna/main.cfm
http://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Neotoma_floridana/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/42650/0
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