Discussion from Gallery Walk

· Lectures

· Most agree it is an important skill, but not the only skill

· Most of us learned from lectures, so it is interesting that we’re here working to address those who don’t learn from lectures.

· Many of our students don’t know how to take notes, provide opportunities for them to learn

· Lectures aren’t going away

· Not addressing all of our learning goals just by lecture

· Stimulate multiple learning styles by doing more than just lecture

· Multiple Datasets

· Most agree: correlations are important; but certainly some downsides—time spent preparing, uncertainty in science is important, but not that science is uncertain

· Importance of increasing quantitative skills in content

· Relevance/Real Life aspect is pretty cool and can tie into current events—brings the real world into the classroom

· Need to be explicit with what skills students are developing, tell them what our learning objectives are.

· Important that students are THINKING.

· In the interest of time, can’t short shrift the content for your majors.

· Report Backs

· Some clarification of wording, but a lot of disagreement.  Different kinds of report backs: content of activity or on the activity, also depends on how the activity is done, opinion of one students and not from the others; if provide specific expectations for report backs, lessons the problem.  Some level of individual accountability.  How do you measure learning, how do you do that and what do you mean by that?  Group dynamics are important, dominant personalities can be a challenge.  Need to know the learning outcome in order to gauge it.

· Some students don’t like to work in groups, but still a life skill.

· Depends on the point of the report back—general sense if did they get it vs. grading a report back.

· Some have been almost universally disappointed by report backs, some find that the rich discussion that took place in the small groups, but could never see in the report backs.  Good opportunity to tap back into those discussion you heard to help facilitate the discussion, structure it in a way where students are reporting back on different components or from personal experiences, can really diversify the conversation.

· Scaling class activities

· Completely disagree due to grading, mechanics of moving around, hard to get around, be able to interact with all the groups, time limitations.  Are things that can help to scale things up, but not everything scales up.

· You don’t necessarily want to do the same things in a small class you would want to do in a large class.

· The reverse aspect is also true—some things can not be scaled down.

Galley Walk process

· Not as efficient of a process to cover the same kind of content

· Avoids death by powerpoint, and not getting the content

· By doing it, more awake, more engaged, interesting and got to know more people

· Engaged new ideas, a lot of new ideas generated.

· Are we a representative group?  If people don’t have a set opinion, this kind of activity can be really good.

· Can be done with rocks—observation exercise

