
NAGT Pacific Northwest Section Page 1 

 

 
 

                

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

From the President 
 
I would like to start with a huge “Thank You” to Andy Buddington for putting 
together a great meeting in Spokane!  The mix of presenters during the 
conference day was a fantastic blend of research and education.  The field trips 
went off without a hitch.  Finally, thanks to the large group that made time to go 
back to Spokane in 2012. 
 
For me personally the one downside to the Spokane meeting is that I have to 
follow it.  It reminds me of being senate chair after a very memorable speech to 
the graduating class the prior year.  It will be a challenge, but it is my intent to 
put together a comparable meeting in Coos Bay for 2013.   
 
The plan for the 2013 conference is to have it run from Monday, June 24th 
through Friday, June 28th.  We’ll kick off Monday with a field trip having an 

unusual twist:  only three or four stops located an hour south of Coos Bay!  Frank Hladky will be trip leader and 
the focal point will be a hike out to Blacklock Point to look at some great leading-edge tectonic geology.  Other 
stops that day will include Battle Rock in Port Orford and the westernmost point in Oregon-Cape Blanco.  
Tuesday the field trip focus will be the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area.  Wednesday is the conference 
day, and I’m working on maintaining the balance between “local” research and education talks.  Towards that 
end, feel free to contact me with your interest in presenting a poster or talk.  The formal call for papers will go 
out around the first of the year.   Thursday will lead us just south of Coos Bay and include new stops just south 
of Cape Arago and in and around Bandon.  For Pat Pringle -we will be visiting the south jetty blueschist locality.   
The finale on Friday will include stops on Cape Arago including Sunset Bay, Shore Acres and the South Cove.   
 
For those of you that attended 2005 annual meeting, a few of the stops will unavoidably be duplicated, but 
many of the stops at Shore Acres and Sunset will be new  
 
We will shortly be sending an email that links you to the conference website.  As with past years, expect that 
the conference prices will be very economical.  There will also be an opportunity to either stay on campus in 
student housing ($18/night if you bring your own linens or $36/night with linens supplied).  I will provide links 
to the Chamber/local lodging on the website when it comes on-line at the end of the year.  I look forward to 
hosting you all in what likely will be both figuratively and literally in my back yard.   
       

Pacific Northwest 
Section 

  National Association of Geoscience Teachers 
 

 
           December  2012 

Table of Contents: 
From	  the	  P res ident 	   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	   	   1 	   	   	  
20 13	  Annua l	  Conference	  P rev iew	   	  …………	  	   	  2 	  
Remember ing	  Bob	  Chri stman…	  ……………	  	  3 	  
Sect ion 	  News……	  …………………………..	   5 	  
Membership	  Renewal 	  20 13 	  ………………..	   5 	  
20 12 	  Meeting	   in 	  Review	   	  ………………….. 	   6 	  
Off icer s/Contacts 	  ……………………………	   6	  
	  
	  

Join us for the 2013 Annual 
Conference at the beautiful 
Southwestern Oregon 
Community College in Coos 
Bay, Oregon!   
 
Registration information will 
be ready soon! 

-- Ron 
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Join us in beautiful Coos Bay, Oregon for 

the 2013 Annual Conference! 
 

Southwest Oregon Community College 
Coos Bay Oregon 

June 24th – 28th, 2013 
	  
Watch	  for	  registration	  details	  to	  be	  published	  soon!	  	  An	  

email	  will	  be	  sent	  with	  a	  link	  to	  the	  conference	  
materials.	  

	  
Fieldtrips	  are	  planned	  to	  many	  exotic	  locales!	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

 
	  
 
	  

	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

 2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE PREVIEW 
 

 

Cape Blanco from Blacklock Point. 

Concretions at Shore Acres. Chert exposure at  Blacklock Point. 

Pleistocene terrace and angular unconformity at 
Shore Acres. 

Terrace forming faults at Sunset Bay. 
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Recollections of Bob Christman 
By George Mustoe, WWU Geology Department 
	  
Bob Christman was a member of the <Washington 
State University> Geology Department for more than 
50 years, and I had the pleasure of knowing him for 
more than 40 of those years.  I’d like to share some 
memories of him. 
 
When I arrived as a student in the fall of 1967, 
freshmen were required to obtain the signature of a 
faculty advisor before we could register for classes.  
My advisor was Dr. Christman.  Our early meetings 
just lasted a minute or two, and the first encounter I 
remember came at the start of summer quarter, when 
I became enamored of the idea of enrolling in Biology 
461, Marine Invertebrate Zoology.  I couldn’t muster 
any reasons why as a lowly freshman I should be 
allowed to take a senior level class, for which I lacked 
all of the numerous prerequisites.  I waited until a 
morning when Bob was in the middle of teaching a 
large class.  I barged into the room to plead “oh 
please, Dr. Christman, I really need your signature 
right now so I can register today”.  Caught by 
surprise in mid-lecture, he signed my class card 
without reading it.  I happily spent summer 
afternoons gazing into tidepools with a lot of upper 
division biology majors.  Next fall, Bob was perplexed 
when he reviewed my transcript.  “How in the world 
did you ever get yourself into that class?”  This story 
reveals me as a rude student who interrupted a 
teacher in a way that might well have triggered 
anger, but provided my first clue that at all times and 
in all situations, Bob Christman was unfailingly 
gracious. 
 
I was always impressed by his lack of ego.  Bob never 
displayed the slightest bit of self-importance, never 
advertised his own achievements, which were many.  
In his early years, Bob did important work as a 
petrologist and field geologist, but his passion was for 
geoscience education.  Bob’s very active role in the 
National Association of Geoscience Teachers included 
serving as President of the Pacific Northwest Section, 
as Secretary/ Treasurer, and ultimately as Executive 
Director.  In 2008, NAGT created the Robert 
Christman Distinguished Service Award, and in 2009 
Bob was honored with that award.  He served as 
President and long-time board member for the  

 
 
 
Washington State Science Teacher’s Association.  He 
was editor of the NSTEA journal for more than 20 
years, and he was an associate editor for the Journal 
of Geoscience Education from 1978-1987.  For several 
decades, Bob obtained funding to conduct summer 
teacher workshops at WWU. 
 
 

 
                                                                
Continued on next page

 REMEMBERING A COLLEAGUE AND FRIEND 
 

 



NAGT Pacific Northwest Section Page 4 

Recollections of Bob Christman continued 
 

 
In recent years, Bob struggled with health problems 
that kept him close to Bellingham, but for much of 
his life he was an enthusiastic world traveler.  
Destinations included Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
Iceland.  Sometimes the trips were field courses, or 
international conferences, but at other times Bob 
and Bess traveled for the sheer fun of it. 
 
Bob and Bess were strong on family values, and 
they raised 4 children.  Together with their son 
Matt, Bob and Bess founded the Firehall Performing 
Arts Center in Fairhaven, with Bob still serving as 
the bookkeeper at the time of his death.  He was 
devoted to the Catholic Church and active in a wide 
range of community activities that included the 

Bellingham Theater Guild, WWU Summer Stock, and 
the Fairhaven Neighborhood Association. 
 
In a department where many faculty and students 
were not shy about telling tales of their outdoor 
adventures, whether they were running marathons 
or climbing mountains, Bob was an exception.  For 
most of his life, he was an avid runner, and I would 
see him running streets and trails in sunshine and in 
snowstorms, but I never once heard him talk about 
it.  Bob lead many outdoor trips as a Boy Scout 
leader. 
 
In many respects, Bob Christman and I were very 
different.  We were 25 years apart in age.  He was 
religious, family oriented, and a world-traveler, 
active in the community.  I’m a religious unbeliever 
whose only family is an adopted stray cat.  For me, 
a drive to Sumas ranks as adventure travel, and I’ve 
always heeded my father’s advice from his time 
spent as a corporal in the U.S. Army during WWII:  
“never volunteer for anything”.  In my earliest years 
in the Geology Department, I suspected that Bob 
and I would always be separated by our differing 
beliefs and lifestyles.  I clearly remember when I 
realized that I might have misjudged him.  It 
happened on an afternoon in the mid 1970’s when 
Bob invited me to float the Nooksack River South 
Fork on inner tubes.  He’d done the float a week 
earlier with Bob Keller, and was eager to make a 
repeat trip.  But it cam with a warning:  Bob told me 
that he had discovered during his earlier trip that 
drinking beer while inner tubing could make for a 
dizzying ride.  It was my first realization that he 
might have a stronger sense of fun than I’d ever 
have guessed.  And I discovered that I need not 
worry about our philosophical or lifestyle 
differences, because he was never judgmental. 
 
We were never friends away from work, but one 
thing we had in common is that we both spent a lot 
of time in the Geology Department outside of 
regular hours.  Weekends, evening, holidays, we 
would often both be there, working in adjacent 
offices.  He relied on me to help him with computer 
mysteries, and in return he’d give me homemade 
wine.  Bob and I lived very different lives, but I 
came to greatly admire him, and I will miss his 
gentle, good-natured presence.  I’ve never met a 
nicer man. 
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Mount Baker Volcano Research Center (MBVRC) is offering fundraising posters.  
 

MBVRC is now taking orders for a 20” x 30” poster 
commemorating a 1913 photo of the entire south side of 
Mount Baker.  The photo was taken from the summit of 
Loomis Mountain, 7 miles south of Baker, by Emil D. 
Welsh of Bellingham.  Below the 1912 photo is the same 
exact view taken by John Scurlock 100 years later from 
the same spot, and rendered in sepia.  Focus on both 
photos is excellent, and many details and changes can be 
picked out.  Glacial recession is dramatic; the Easton 
Glacier has clearly receded 1.25 miles and a glacier 
tongue in the headwaters of Sulphur Creek has 
disappeared entirely.  The popular climbers’ camp at the 
head of the Railroad Grade moraine was under glacial ice 
in the earlier photo.  Welsh was an advertising 
photographer for Diehl Ford, a major sponsor of the 
famous Mount Baker marathons.  It was a hard multi-day 
cross-country journey to the summit of Loomis Mountain 
in 1912.  Perhaps Welsh intended his photo to be used as 
publicity for the marathon.  Or maybe he just did it for 
fun, like we did!  
 
You can order the poster at the MBVRC blog: 
http://mbvrc.wordpress.com/update-posts/ 
 
MBVRC is a non-profit that promotes volcanic research at 
the active Mount Baker Volcano, provides speakers for 
groups and public presentation on the eruptive history 
and hazards of Mount Baker, and hosts summer geology 
trips to the Baker area.  We raise funds to support 
student research at the volcano.  Learn more at the blog! 

 
 

2013 Membership Renewal Time 
 
Colleagues! It is that time of the year again to consider your membership renewal to NAGT for 2013. Why now, why so 
early? Because we want to keep you on board! With your basic membership, you’ll continue to receive all the great NAGT 
benefits including on-line access to the Journal of Geoscience Education along with receiving the quarterly color 
magazine In the Trenches, and the monthly NAGT e-newsletter.  The bennies don’t end there! As a continuing member, 
you can nominate students for various scholarships and awards, participate in great webinars and other great teacher 
workshops, as well as qualify for mini-grants.  Along with all that, you will continue support and be part of this vibrant 
geoscience teaching organization. 
 
NAGT Membership dues have been held constant at $45/year for a regular membership ($35/year for K-12 & adjunct) for 
quite some time. There is a projected increase in dues starting in 2014, but you can “lock in” into the present dues rate for 
3 years if you renew now!  
 
Renew by mailing in your renewal form or go online to:   http://nagt.allenpress.com/eBusNAGT/ 

 
Come on, renew now! 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE SECTION 
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Special thanks go out to Andy Buddington (above!) who 
hosted, organized, and worked through our entire 2012 
Annual Meeting is Spokane.  It included an informative an 
interesting day of talks and posters, as well as 4 very well-
attended field trips!   

	  
For more pictures of the 2012 Meeting, you can visit the 
section website at: 
 

www.nagtpnw.org/ConferencePictures.html  
	  

Or view many contributions submitted to the section 
Facebook page:  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/150216048427579/ 
 

	  

2012 MEETING IN REVIEW 
 

 


