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Greetings from 

the President  
Hillary Goodner, PAC NW 

Section President, Yakima 

Valley College 

 

Fall is a fresh start as we 

transition into a new 

academic year. This year, 

2020, has been challenging 

in very different ways and has required more 

transitions. Although this year has not followed any 

predictable path, fall remains a time to begin anew. 

 

Fall has always been the season I most enjoy. The 

senescence of the vegetation unveils the geologic 

features buried throughout the remainder of the year. 

The increased precipitation improves the visibility of 

rock outcrop surfaces to reveal more detail and inspire 

curiosity, all of which renews my sense of exploration, 

especially after a hot, dry, and smoky summer.  

 

Field trips to explore rock outcrops, rivers, and other 

geologic features is a typical experience for 

geoscience students. This is a big challenge we all are 

facing today. Even if you are unable to take students 

out into the field this term, try to bring the experience 

to them. There are many options to provide students a 

virtual experience, such as by virtual tours of national 

parks or developing your own virtual field experience 

with short video clips and pictures. Opportunities to 

relate course content to the real world always inspired 

me and I hope it inspires our students as well. 

 

As we move forward in this time of social distancing, 

let us stay connected through virtual meetings. Due to 

the coronavirus pandemic, we were unable to meet as 

a section at our annual conference in June. In the 

meantime, join us for our Third Thursday Focus 

Groups to explore solutions to common issues such as 

virtual field experiences that we are all facing during 

this extraordinary time.  

 

Cheers! 

Pacific Northwest Section 
 

 

  National Association of Geoscience Teachers 
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Join us for Third Thursday Focus Groups! 
 

These focus groups will be a one-hour informal 

discussion centered on specific topics. During 

these sessions, we hope to share resources, brainstorm 

solutions, and further develop a community of 

support. 

 

When: Third Thursday of each Month at 3:00-4:00 

PM (Pacific Time Zone) 

Where: Zoom 

[https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86313614795?from=msft; 

Meeting ID: 863 1361 4795] 

 

Upcoming Topics: 

• November 19, 2020: "Teaching beginning 

optical microscopy and petrology with a low-

tech 'microscope'" facilitated by Kirsten 

Nicolaysen, Whitman College 

• January 21, 2021: "Google Earth Field Trips" 

facilitated by Tara Laidlaw, Southern Oregon 

Land Conservancy 

• February 18, 2021: "Open Educational 

Resources" facilitated by Derek Turner, 

Douglas College 

 

We are still looking for topics and facilitators for our 

focus groups in March and April 2021. Please contact 

Hillary Goodner [hgoodner@yvcc.edu] to share topic 

ideas or your interest in facilitating! 

 

Southern Oregon News! 
 

The Southwestern Oregon Community College 

Geology Lecture Series has gone virtual for the 2020-

21 Academic Year.  We just hosted Dr. Ross S. Stein 

(CEO and Co-Founder of Temblor Inc.) for a talk on 

“How the Gold Rush and the 1906 San Francisco 

Earthquake Enabled Us to Divine our Seismic Future” 

which is archived at 

https://livestream.com/swocc/geology2020-21 The 

same link will get you to future talks as well.  These 

include:  

• Dr. Ginny Edgcomb (Woods Hole) on “Life at 

the edge of what is possible: Microbial 

biosignatures in the lower oceanic crust” on 

Saturday, November 7 at 2:00 pm;  

• The 16th Annual Cascadia Anniversary Lecture 

on “Whale Seismology” with Dr. William 

Wilcock (University of Washington)  on 

Tuesday, January 26 at 7:00 pm;  

• Dr. Sean Davis (NOAA) with a climate change 

talk on Tuesday, February 23 at 7:00 pm;  

• Dr. Scott Burns (Portland State) discussing 

Radon on Saturday, March 13 at 7:00 pm;  

• Dr.  Jessica Labonté (Texas A & M) with life 

around hydrothermal vents on Friday, April 9 

at 7:00 pm, and  

• Dr. Guoqinq Lin (University of Miami) On 

The 2018 Kilauea Volcano Eruption.  For 

questions or additional information contact 

Ron Metzger at: rmetzger@socc.edu.  
 

New Online Physical Geography Lab 

Manual  
Stuart McKinnon 

University of British Columbia 

 

 

After the intense instructional period that resulted 

from post-secondary institutions across British 

Columbia (BC) shifting immediately to online 

delivery in March 2020 for the remainder of the 

academic semester, many instructors started thinking 

forward towards the upcoming academic year under 

similar requirements. A group of instructors came 

together through the BC Geography Articulation 

group in May to discuss potential plans and 

approaches to deliver courses, and in particular, labs, 

for the 2020/21 academic year. As these meetings 

continued, and more instructors were invited into the 

group, the idea of a collaborative open educational 

resource Physical Geography lab manual surfaced. 

After some discussion, Stuart MacKinnon stepped 
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forward to coordinate this effort. In addition to Stuart, 

13 other authors stepped forward to volunteer their 

time and produce new labs for online delivery, and the 

lab manual project began at the end of May. In only 3 

months, 22 labs and a tutorial were created, reviewed 

by additional BC geography (and geography/earth-

science) instructors, and a trial version of a Pressbook 

lab manual was created with the assistance of UBC 

librarian support.  

 

This lab manual was designed to be unique compared 

to available lab manuals that can be purchased. The 

idea was to avoid the traditional lab manual style that 

students do cover to cover. It was instead built so that 

instructors could pick and choose labs, and adapt the 

labs to fit the learning environment of their students. 

Because the lab manual is released as creative 

commons (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0), instructors are free to 

use and adapt to their needs, and students do not need 

to pay anything. This lab manual could not have come 

together without the dedicated support of many 

individuals from across BC, and it is an excellent 

example of the collaboration that is possible when 

committed instructors come together. 

 

The lab manual is being beta-tested across a number of 

universities and colleges within BC and will be widely 

distributed in summer 2021 after some revisions to the 

trial version. If you have questions about the lab 

manual or the project itself, please contact the editor at 

stuart.mackinnon@ubc.ca. 
 

News from Alaska 
Sonia Nagorski, UA Juneau 

LeeAnn Monk, UA Anchorage 

 

Alaska is not too far away to escape the pandemic, and 

so although rates were fairly low here all spring and 

summer, in-person teaching and research were greatly 

curtailed. Schools and universities went online in 

March and continue to be that way still. Teaching 

geoscience primarily online has proved to be 

challenging, because missing the in-person lab and 

field components remove many of the best parts of 

experiential learning. At the University of Alaska 

Southeast (UAS) and UA Anchorage (UAA), 

geoscience courses are being taught online except for 

some lab field trips. Students and faculty appreciate 

having these chances of getting outside and 

concentrate in-person learning in 3D, and we are 

looking forward to being able to do so again routinely, 

hopefully next year! 

 

In terms of research, one highlight is that UAS has 

been working on integrating drones/UAVs into 

monitoring glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) hazards 

in Juneau. I encourage you to check out the videos: 

“Glacial Lake Research: The Suicide Basin Outburst 

Flood” at 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mgltm5AFNSU

&feature=emb_logo) and “Hidden Water: The Suicide 

Basin Outburst Flood” at 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=11&

v=opoTgIj97SU&feature=emb_logo)  

for cool imagery of the glacier and the applications of 

drones and time-lapse photography into the research 

on GLOFs. This work is key to informing the public 

of the flooding danger. GLOFs have been occurring 

regularly in Juneau since 2011 as a result of the 

thinning and retreat of the Suicide Glacier, which used 

to merge with the Mendenhall glacier but is now 

separated by a deep basin that fills with water. The 

water catastrophically releases through the glacier 

several times each summer, creating flood conditions 

along the lake and river, which flows through town. 
 

Central Oregon is Erupting! 
 

The Central Oregon Geoscience Society  

(https://www.cogeosoc.org/) is continuing its monthly 

lecture series remotely, and therefore available to all!  

Tuesday October 27th at 7pm, Emilie Hooft 

(University of Oregon) will be presenting "Mapping 

the Magmatic Pathways Beneath Volcanoes from 

Newberry, Oregon to Santorini, Greece".  

November will bring us Leif Karlstrom (University of 

Oregon), who will present "What lies under recently 

active Cascades volcanoes?" on Tuesday November 

24th at 7pm.  Both lectures will be hosted via Zoom, 

and must be pre-registered for via the COGS website. 
 

Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award 
Joy Branlund 

Southwest Illinois Community College 

 

On behalf of the Geo2YC Division of NAGT and our 

Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award Committee, I’m 

happy to announce that voting for the annual award 

winner is now open. 
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Deadline for voting this year is set for October 30th. 

You can vote through this 

link: https://nagt.org/nagt/divisions/2yc/oafa_voting.ht

ml 

 

All three of these great adjuncts won quarterly awards 

this year, which means they’ve received 

complementary NAGT (and Geo2YC) memberships. 

The annual winner, selected by you all, will receive 

$750 to use for professional development. We thank 

Pearson for their support of this award! 

 

Thanks for voting, and for your continued support of 

NAGT’s Geo2YC Division! 
 

 

Time to Renew! - IF YOU HAVEN’T renewed 

your dues, it’s that time of year again, time to renew 

your NAGT membership for 2020. We need you! 

Plus, there are all the great benefits such as: 

• In the Trenches 

• JGE 

• Professional development opportunities 

• SERC access, and so much more! 

Come on, do it now. It’s easy. Go to: 

https://nagt.org/members/?return_url=%2Fmembers%

2Faccount%2F%3Fserc_source%3Dtrack_-20191008-

g7rb1sbyxvd4reng  
 

 

 

 

From the Field 
 

  
 Dusy Basin looking south, Sierra Crest.     Fractures in Sierra granite, Muir Pass area.    
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