
NAGT Pacific Northwest Section Page 1 

 
Winter 2012 

 

 
 

                

 
 
 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

FFrroomm  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  
 

Wow!  The academic year is half over already.  It seems like fall term just 
started and now we’re on the downward slope to summer and our annual 
conference!  
 
As we look forward to gathering in Spokane this June, I would like you to take 
a few minutes and think about 2013 in Coos Bay.  I hope to finalize the 2013 
conference dates before we get together in Spokane.  I know that the 
different states in our section and British Columbia run on different schedules.  
At the moment I am looking at the week after our graduation which is 
Monday 6/17 through Sunday 6/23, 2013.  I would be very interested in any 
input as to whether this timeframe will work for other people in the section.   
 

A couple of things that I am looking into for the 2013 meeting include the must see stops in the neighbor-
hood (Sunset Bay/Cape Arago and the Dunes National Recreation Area) as well as places that weren’t part 
of the last conference on the south Oregon coast, including a tour with Oregon Resources Corporation.  The 
company is currently mining chromite sands in terrace deposits locally and has built a roughly $40 million 
processing facility in town.  There will also be a hike out to some interesting deposits at Blacklock Point (and 
a visit to Cape Blanco right next door).  I’ve also thought about trying to work in to the schedule a Rogue 
River jet boat tour.  It is a bit of a pricey option (roughly $75 including lunch) and has the additional 
complicating factor in that the boat leaves at 8:30 am from Gold Beach, about 2 hours south of Coos Bay! 
 
Anyway, as much as I’m looking forward to revisiting the geology around Spokane (check out info from 
Andy elsewhere in the newsletter), I’m also getting excited to host you in my back yard again (which literally 
could be a trip stop at some point).  Get your registrations in early for the 2012 Spokane conference. I’m 
looking forward to renewing old acquaintances and meeting new people at our conference this summer.   
 
Please take a minute to give me feedback for 2013 dates or any other section issues.  You can reach me at 
rmetzger@socc.edu. 

      ---- Ron 

Pacific Northwest Section 
 

 

  National Association of Geoscience Teachers 
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Join us for the 2012 Annual 

Conference in beautiful 

Spokane, Washington!   

 

Registration information and 

forms are here! Register now 

and order your limited edition 

tee shirt! 
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JJooiinn  uuss  iinn  SSppookkaannee,,  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  ffoorr  

tthhee  22001122  AAnnnnuuaall  CCoonnffeerreennccee!!  

  
Spokane Community College 

Spokane, Washington 
June 22nd- 26th, 2012 

 

Spokane Community College will host the 2012 
section conference with a slate of 3 great field trips 
and a day of informative talks.  The conference 
schedule, fieldtrip descriptions, calls for abstracts, 
registration forms and related information are 
detailed in this packet. 
 

The location and dates are set; all we need is you, 
your enthusiasm and your great ideas!  Register 
today! 

 
 

  

Call for Abstracts 
 

2012 Summer Conference Registration 
National Association of Geoscience Teachers 

Pacific Northwest Section 
 

Conference Day, June 23rd, Spokane Community College 
Deadline for abstracts = April 20th 2012 

 
If you would like to present a talk or poster (geo research, undergrad research, teaching research, etc.) submit your abstract to 
Andy Buddington at abuddington@scc.spokane.edu.  Please indicate in the subject heading of your email “NAGT conference 
abstract”. Indicate your preference, oral presentation or poster, and please include the title and author(s) information. 
Abstracts should be kept to 2000 characters (excluding title & spaces). 
 

 Oral presentation or poster? 

 Title 

 Author(s) name, affiliation, your contact email address 

 Abstract length 2000 characters (excluding title and spaces) 

 Deadline = April 20th 

*  Due to the limited amount of time during conference day, acceptance for oral presentations will be based on first submitted, first 
granted basis. If time slots for oral presentations fill before the deadline date, you’ll be contacted in regards to a poster option. 

 

 

 2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

 

mailto:abuddington@scc.spokane.edu
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Conference Schedule/Field Trip Descriptions 
 

Day 1:  Friday, June 22nd 

Field Day:  Glacial History of the Pend Oreille River 
Valley 
Leader:  Gene Kiver 

 

In this mostly ignored part of northeastern Washington, 
fieldtrip participants will learn about the complicated 
movement of glaciers and the Missoula Floods.  Glacial 
moraines and outwash deposits here were overprinted 
during ice recession after failure of the Purcell Trench ice 
dam holding back Glacial Lake Missoula. 
 

Field trip includes van transportation from Spokane 
Community College and sack lunch.  A field guide will be 
provided. 

    Fig. 1  Spectacular Scenery:  The beautiful Pend Oreille  
                River  Valley of NE Washington! 

 
***** 

Day 2: Saturday, June 23rd 
Conference Day: Presentations and Posters @ Spokane Community College 
Evening Social with Jack Nisbet, location to be announced 
 

Jack Nisbet (http://jacknisbet.com) is a teacher, historian, naturalist and author.  His acclaimed works include:  
Sources of the River:  Tracking David Thompson across Western North America, The Mapmaker’s Eye:  David 
Thompson on the Columbia Plateau, Visible Bones: Journeys through Time in the Columbia River Country, and Purple 
Flat Top:  In Pursuit of a Place.  Jack Nisbet brings Inland Northwest history (natural and human) alive in a way 
very few people can. 

 
***** 

 
Day 3:  Sunday, June 24th 
Field Day:  The Clarkia Lagerstätte 
Leader: Bill Rember  
 

Located in the Clearwater Mountains near Clarkia, Idaho, this is 
considered one of the best sites for Miocene plant fossils in the 
Pacific Northwest – and perhaps the world!  Stephen J. Gould’s 
Magnolias from Moscow highlights this spectacular record of 
past life.  The Clarkia beds are a true Lagerstätte in all senses of 
the word: a site with significant species diversity exhibiting 
exceptional preservation.    Here you will be able to collect an 
array of Miocene flora and learn about the development of 
Lake Clarkia along with paleoclimate implications. 

 

Fig. 2  Incredible Imprints:  Miocene fossils of the 
Clarkia! 

 

http://jacknisbet.com/
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Days 4-5:  Monday-Tuesday, June 25th-26th 
Field Day:  The Continental Margin Geology and Tectonic 
History of NE Washington: Precambrian to Tertiary 
Leaders: Eric Cheney (University of Washington) & Andy 
Buddington (SCC) 
 

The geology and tectonic history of the western margin is 
well-exposed in northeast Washington.  If you teach 
historical geology or just want to experience Precambrian 
sedimentation (Belt Supergroup), the rifting of Rodinia 
(Windermere Supergroup) with the development of early 
Paleozoic margin (Sauk Sequence), the collision of the 
Quesnellia, or the formation of the Kettle metamorphic 
core complex, then this two-day trip is for you! 

 
 
 

 

Conference General Information 
 

Registration 
Use the registration form on page 5 or download one from http://www.scc.spokane.edu/?scigeolnagt2012rg.  Please 
register by June 1st.  Payment should be made by check or money order and mailed to the address on the registration 
form. 
 

Lodging/Accomodations 
Spokane:  There are many hotels within 10 minutes of SCC, including everything from the low-priced Days Inn to the 
higher-priced “The Davenport”.  For a complete list of nearby hotels please consult the website.  Andy has provided a 
spread sheet that compares room rates.  Hotels should be contacted directly to make reservations. 
http://www.scc.spokane.edu/?maps.   
 
Camping is also available within 15-20 minutes from SCC at Riverside State Park (riversidestatepark.org). 
 
Colville:  For people attending the Continental Margin field trip on June 25-26, our stop over on Monday night will be 
in Colville, Washington.  Arrangements for lodging on Monday, June 25th have been made with: 
 

Benny’s Colville Inn (http://209.173.244.158/) 
915 South Main, Colville, WA 

Phone: 800-680-2517 or 509-684-2517 
 
Rates:  $63 (King-sized, non-smoking room) & $78 (2 Queens, non-smoking).  Continental style breakfast is included. 
You will need to contact Benny’s directly to reserve your room.  When you call, be sure to mention you are with the 
NAGT Summer Field Conference to get the rates quoted above.  Consider sharing a room to reduce your costs!  Make 
your room reservations early.  Late June is a busy time in Colville and your chances decline rapidly after April 1st. 

Fig. 3   Mind-boggling Metamorphics:  Sheath folding 
in amphibolites of the Kettle Complex! 

 

http://www.scc.spokane.edu/?scigeolnagt2012rg
http://www.scc.spokane.edu/?maps
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2012 Summer Conference Registration 

National Association of Geoscience Teachers 

Pacific Northwest Section 
 

 

Registration Deadline June 1st 
One registration per person please. 

 

NAME:   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: ___________________________ STATE: _____________________ ZIP CODE: ___________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  __________________________________________    NAGT Member? YES/NO ______________ 

AFFILIATION: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

EVENTS 

June 22nd, Field Trip - Glacial History of the Pend Oreille River Valley,    Fee = $40 ___________ 

 Includes van transportation, field guide, sack lunch 

 

June 23rd, Conference Day @ SCC, Evening Social Event with Jack Nisbet    Fee = $30 ___________ 

 includes program w/abstracts, coffee breaks, lunch  

 evening social includes or devoirs (no host bar)   

 extra person for evening event             Fee = $15 ___________ 

 

June 24th, Field Trip - The Clarkia Lagerstätte,          Fee = $40 ___________ 

 Includes van transportation, field guide, sack lunch 

June 25-26th, Field Trip - Continental Margin Geology and Tectonic History, NE Washington,  

Fee = $50  ___________ 

 Includes van transportation, field guide, 1st day sack lunch 

 Overnight lodging in Colville not included 

 

STUDENTS: go to the NAGT website for funding assistance. 

 

Conference Tee Shirts (please indicate size needed and number of shirts)           

                    $15 x quantity ___________ 

 

Small _____ Medium _____ Large _____ X-Large _____  XXL ($17 x quantity) _____  

 

GRAND TOTAL AMOUNT                  $__________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Spokane Community College (sorry, no credit cards). 

 

Mail check to:  Andy Buddington 

      Science Dept. MS 2010 

Spokane Community College 

N. 1810 Greene St. 

Spokane, WA 99217 
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Lunches 
 

Name (please print your name): __________________________________________________ 

 

Lunches for the field trips and the conference day (excluding June 26th) will be included in 

the registration fees. Box lunches will include sandwiches, chips, snack, drink, etc. If you have 

a special dietary need (vegetarian), please indicate below. 

 

 

June 22nd, Field Trip - Glacial History of the Pend Oreille River Valley  

A box lunch will be provided as part of your registration fee. If you have registered for this 

event, please check which sandwich option you prefer: 

 turkey   ________ 

 beef      ________ 

 ham      ________ 

 vegetarian   ________ 

 

 

June 23rd, Conference Day @ SCC 

Lunch will be included with your registration fee for the Conference Day. If you have registered 

for this event, please check which lunch option you prefer: 

 turkey   ________ 

 beef      ________ 

 ham      ________ 

 vegetarian   ________ 

 

 

June 24th, Field Trip - The Clarkia Lagerstätte 

A box lunch will be provided as part of your registration fee. If you have registered for this 

event, please check which sandwich option you prefer: 

 turkey   ________ 

 beef      ________ 

 ham      ________ 

 vegetarian   ________ 

 

 

June 25-26th, Field Trip - Continental Margin Geology and Tectonic History, NE Washington  

A box lunch (June 25th) will be provided as part of your registration fee. If you have registered 

for this event, please check which sandwich option you prefer: 

 turkey   ________ 

 beef      ________ 

 ham      ________ 

 vegetarian   ________ 
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Travel/Registration Grants for the 2012 Annual Conference
 
Travel/registration grants are available in the following categories: 
 
1. K-12 Instructors - please apply for the Ron Kahle Professional Development Award, application details at: 

www.nagt.org/nagt/organization/northwest/ron_kahle_award.html 
 
2. Students - please go to www.scc.spokane.edu/?nagt2012 and download the form or fill out and return the 

form below. 

 

 

Student Grant Application 
 

2012 Summer Conference Registration 
National Association of Geoscience Teachers 

Pacific Northwest Section 

 
The Pacific Northwest Section of NAGT will award up to four student grants of $100 each to help 
defray the costs of students attending the 2012 conference in Spokane, Washington.  Grants will be 
applied directly towards the registration fees, with any additional registration costs being the 
responsibility of the student.  Please fill in the contact information below, plus include a statement 

indicating what you home to gain through attending the conference. 
 

Submit to section President Ron Metzger at rmetzger@socc.edu by May 15th, 2012 

 
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
STREET ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
                                     CITY_____________________________STATE______________ZIP_________ 
     
 
E-MAIL: __________________________________________ NAGT MEMBER?  YES/NO _________ 
 
SCHOOL AND ACADEMIC YEAR: _____________________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF A FACULTY REFERENCE: ___________________________________________________ 
 
ARE YOU SUBMITTING AN ABSTRACT:  YES/NO? ______________ 

 

 
For more information about the 2012 Annual Conference, please contact our host Andy Buddington at 
Spokane Community College: 
 

 abuddington@scc.spokane.edu or 509-533-8017. 

   
 

 

2012 Annual Conference 

http://www.nagt.org/nagt/organization/northwest/ron_kahle_award.html
http://www.scc.spokane.edu/?nagt2012
mailto:rmetzger@socc.edu
mailto:abuddington@scc.spokane.edu
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Outstanding Earth Science Teachers 
(OEST) Nomination Deadline 
Approaches! 
By Deron Carter, Linn Benton Community College, 
Albany, Oregon 
 

Recognize an outstanding K-12 Earth Science Teacher 
with an OEST nomination! Every year NAGT awards 
Outstanding Earth Science Teachers who make 
"exceptional contributions to the stimulation of interest 
in the Earth Sciences at the pre-college level." Our 
section recognizes teachers from Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, British Columbia, and the Yukon. We also 
recognize a PNW Sectional winner eligible to receive 
$500 in classroom improvement funds, and $500 to 
travel to a GSA meeting as well as a plethora of 
classroom materials. Traditionally, our section has 
received very few nominees, so please take time to 
recognize the hard work K-12 teachers put in. 
  
Our section's nomination deadline is March 15.  More 
information is found at 
http://nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest.html. Nominations 
are made online at http://nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest-
nom.html. Please contact PNW OEST coordinator Deron 
Carter (carterd@linnbenton.edu) for any additional 
information. 
  
 

 

 
Idaho 
State Councilor:  Shawn Willsey 
 

 37th Annual Tobacco Root Geological Society Field 
Conference will be held July 26–29, 2012 in West 
Yellowstone, MT.   Website: 
http://trgs.org/default.htm 

 

 83rd Annual Meeting of the Northwest Scientific 
Association (NWSA) at the Owyhee Plaza Hotel in 
Boise, Idaho, March 28-31, 2012.  The theme this year 
is: Networking Science: communication, 
collaboration, and conservation in a time of change. 

  
Please visit the Society’s web page 
(www.northwestscience.org) for more details on 
the meeting. 

 

 
Washington 
Jennifer A. Thomson, Eastern Washington University 
 
 
 

 SUMMER FIELD TRIP OPPORTUNITY THROUGH 
EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
 
Vulcania!  Exploring Mts. Rainier and St. Helens – 
Instructors:  Drs. Buchanan, O’Quinn and Thomson 
Sunday, August 5- Saturday, August 11, 2012 
 
Vulcania is seven-day field trip to Mt. Rainier 
National Park and Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic 
Monument for the purpose of examining the 
geology and biology of the largest and most active 
volcanoes, respectively, in Washington State.  We 
will observe the short- and long-term effects of the 
interplay among volcanic activity, glaciation and 
recent human activity on the vegetation and wildlife 
of these two prominent and scenic mountains in the 
Cascade landscape.  Go to 
http://www.ewu.edu/CSHE/Programs/Geology/Sum
mer-Field-Course.xml for information and contacts. 

  
 

Washington 
State Councilor:  Sian Davies-Vollum 
 

 Integrating Field and Numerical Techniques to 
Understand Volcanic Processes, a seminar featuring 
Brittany Brand, UW-Seattle, will be held Feb 27th, 
2012 from 12:30 – 1:3o pm in the Science Building 
(Room 309) at University of Washington-Tacoma.   

 Adapting Conservation and Natural Resource 
Management to a Changing Climate, a seminar 
featuring Jenny Hoffman, Eco-Adapt non-profit 
organization, will be held March 5th, 2012 from 12:30 
– 1:30 pm in the Science Building (Room 309) at 
University of Washington-Tacoma. 

 
Map to/of campus at: 
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/campus_map/ 

 

SECTION NEWS  
 

 

http://nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest.html
http://nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest-nom.html
http://nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest-nom.html
mailto:carterd@linnbenton.edu
http://trgs.org/default.htm
http://www.northwestscience.org/
http://www.ewu.edu/CSHE/Programs/Geology/Summer-Field-Course.xml
http://www.ewu.edu/CSHE/Programs/Geology/Summer-Field-Course.xml
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/campus_map/
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Find PNW NAGT on Facebook! 
 
Cassie Strickland, PNW NAGT Vice President, 
has created a new Facebook page for our 
section.  Facebook fans can find us at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/150216048427579/
#!/groups/150216048427579/ 
 
The name of the group is "Pacific NW Section 
of the National Association of Geoscience 
Teachers", in case the link above doesn't work 
for you.  
  
Cassie plans to keep the page updated 
regularly, so access to news will be timely.  She 
has created photo albums for past conference 
photos.  You are invited to share your own 
favorite pictures from past conferences. 
 
This is a great way for us to keep connected 
and share information, so please add yourself 
to the group!   
 
 

 
 
Highline Community College’s giant glacial erratic has 
been spotted by Dave Tucker and added to his Seattle 
Area Glacial Erratics field trips!  Visit his great blog on 
NW Geology at:  http://nwgeology.wordpress.com!

 

CONTACTS/OFFICERS 
 

 

mailto:rmetzger@socc.edu
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150216048427579/#!/groups/150216048427579/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/150216048427579/#!/groups/150216048427579/
http://nwgeology.wordpress.com/

