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	 Covid Impact Statement 

As with all other organizations, the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic severely impacted the planned 
activities of the eastern section during the 2020, 2021, and 2022 calendar years. The last in-person 
meeting held by the eastern section was our spring 2019 conference held on June 6,7,8 at 
Martinsburg, West Virginia. This conference was well attended and included a wide variety of 
activities that included, but were not limited to an opening session keynote speaker; Dr. Wendy 
Bohon (IRIS) on “Science Communication; from the chatroom to the classroom”. Friday, June 7 
included a variety of workshops, member presentations, section business meeting, and afternoon 
field trips that included “Geology Of Harper’s Ferry” and “Potomac River Geology Float Trip”. 
Saturday, June 8 provided a choice between two, all day field trips; “Geology Of Corridor H”, led by 
Callan Bentley of Northern Virginia Community College, or “Karst Geology and Hydrology of the 
Shenandoah Valley” led by Dr. Dan Doctor of the USGS. The conference concluded Saturday 
evening, June 8 with the traditional eastern section awards-recognition dinner for OEST awardees 
and other eastern section awards. Participants departed the meeting with the usual high 
expectations for the announcement of the date and location for the spring, 2020 meeting, which 
would never materialize. In spite of the setbacks and cancellations brought on by Covid-19, the 
eastern section continues to thrive and provide our members with opportunities to become engaged 
through interactive activities that will be summarized within this report.


	 Current Eastern Section Officers* 

Current Eastern Section Officers as of July, 2022


President, Mike O’Donnell

Vice President, Christopher Roemmele

Past President, Jason Petula

Treasurer, Renee Aubry

Secretary, Steve Lindberg, acting secretary

Editor, Callan Bentley

Publicity, Open

Awards Chairperson, Christopher Roemmele

Executive Committee Liaison, Dana Thomas


* Eastern Section elections for new officers has been placed on hold status pending the return of in-
person annual conferences; expected to be held in the spring of 2023.


Eastern Section Financial Report - Membership 

The financial report for the eastern section has been filed by section treasurer Renee Aubry. The 
Treasurer reports that as of July, 2022 our current balance in the credit union is $13854.87




	 Eastern Section Awards and Recognitions* 

The eastern section activity promotes and encourages excellence in the geosciences. OEST 
nominations and awards to deserving individuals are an important part of our yearly conference. 
OEST awardees, along with other eastern section awardees are invited to the annual conference and 
recognized at the Saturday evening awards dinner. In addition to the OEST winners, the eastern 
section maintains and presents the following awards to individuals within our section: 

Distinguished Service Award, The Distinguished Service Award is given to a member of the Eastern 
Section (still actively teaching or retired) who has, over the years, contributed to the growth and 
activities of the Eastern Section. This person should have a history of continued service to the 
Eastern Section.  

James OConnor Field Camp Scholarship, The James O'Connor scholarship is given to a college 
geology or earth science major who is attending a geologic field camp course (typically over the 
summer) as part of their college degree program. The $500 scholarship assists the student in 
covering the expenses of their  
field camp.  

Digman Award For Excellence In Geoscience Education, The Digman Award is designed to recognize 
an individual who works to bring geoscience to the general public. We look for individuals who are not 
teachers, but work in a capacity that educates the general public in areas of the geosciences. 
Museum  directors, curators and assistants, state survey employees, mine and quarry public relations 
people would all qualify for this award.  

John Moss Award For Outstanding College Teaching, The John Moss award is reserved for 
instructors and professors who, at the college level, model and promote outstanding teaching in the 
geosciences.  

*None of these section awards were presented for the 2021-2022 year 

 Eastern Section OEST Awardees 

2020-2021 

Bonnie Keller, Colgan HS, Manassas, VA. Eastern Section Winner. 

Donna Kurtis, Twin Valley Middle School, Elverson, Pennsylvania. 

Kristina Brody, South County HS, Lorton, Virginia. 

Alicen Patton, Moorefield School, Moorefield, West Virginia 

Kevin Nohejl, Shoreham- Wading River HS, Shoreham, New York. 

2021-2022 

Eastern Section (And Virginia) - Dr. Wendy Grimshaw, Andrew Lewis MS, Salem, VA 
New York - Zachary Miller, John Jay MS, Katonah-Lewisboro School District, NY 
Maryland - Sara Snook, North Carroll MS, Hampstead, MD 



Eastern Section Newsletter, “Bulletin” 

The eastern section takes pride in our quarterly newsletter titled “ The Bulletin”. Edited by Callan 
Bentley, assistant professor of geology at Piedmont Virginia Community College; the Bulletin is 
issued electronically four times each year. Members without, or with limited internet can request hard 
copies mailed to them. Section members are encouraged to contribute their articles and narratives 
on geoscience eduction, field trips, and general geological knowledge. The Bulletin contains regular 
features that include “From The Archives” and “Outcrops”. It serves the purpose of connecting with 
members in the months between our spring conferences, along with keeping them informed of 
ongoing interests and topics in the geosciences. Each issue of the Bulletin is now uploaded to the 
eastern section page that is provided on the national NAGT website. Members are kept informed 
that current and past issues of the newsletter can be accessed and downloaded from the national 
NAGT page.


Tentative Schedule For The Spring, 2020 Conference, Cancelled. 

It is important to note that plans for the in-person 2020 conference to be held at West Chester 
University, Pennsylvania proceeded until it was necessary to cancel.


Cancelled due to Covid-19, the spring 2020 eastern section conference was to be hosted by section 
member and Vice President Chris Roemmele of West Chester University, Pennsylvania. The planned 
schedule of events is provided here to illustrate the continued effort of the eastern section to provide 
an exceptional in-person conference to our members. 
Thursday June 4. 5:00 – 7:00 pm Registration and very light refreshments (soft drinks/cookies) 7:00 
pm Welcome and Keynote speaker Dr. Dorothy Merritts (F&M)  

Friday June 5 8:00 – 9:00 am Registration plus coffee and light breakfast items available all morning 
9:00 – 11:30 Breakout sessions 1) Drones with Dr. Martin Helmke (WCU) 2) Geometrics/big data and 
data mining with Dr. Tim Lutz (WCU) 
3) Pedagogy/NGSS with Dr. Missy Holzer (Chatham NJ HS) and Dr. 
ChristopherRoemmele(WCU)11:45 – 12:45 Lunch & section business meeting 1:00 – 5:30 Field 
trip(s) TBD – but in discussion – Local quarry Soils of Chester Co/SE Pa 5:30 – 7:30 Student and 
faculty poster session (light refreshments)  

Saturday June 6 . Field trips (still tentative): Potholes and the Piedmont . Bells Mill Rd/Wissahickon/
Wilmington outcrops 6:00 – 9:00 pm Dinner/Awards Keynote (Drs. Daria Nikitina and Heather 
Wholey, WCU): Impact of Sea Level Rise on Heritage Resources in the Delaware Bay; 
Geoarcheological Applications”  



Tentative Schedule For The Spring 2021 Conference  

The spring 2021 conference was held on Friday, June 4. The meeting was held virtually and hosted 
by section Vice President Christopher Roemmele of West Chester University, Pennsylvania.  

This one-day virtual event was well attended and served to fill our need to gather members for a 
conference after and absence of one year. 



 Spring 2022 Eastern Section Conference; Cancelled. 

The spring 2022 eastern section conference was scheduled for May 19,20,21 as an in-person event 
to be hosted by eastern section member Steve Lindberg. The planned meeting was to be held at 
Berkeley Springs, West Virginia and all plans and meeting schedule were finalized. Due to low 
registration numbers, the meeting was cancelled in order to avoid non-refundable penalties (down 
payments on rooms and facilities) to the eastern section. The meeting was cancelled and all funds 
sent in to reserve rooms and other facilities were refunded back to the eastern section. 

 Spring 2023 Eastern Section Conference. 

As of July, 2022 and the filing of this section report, the spring 2023 conference is scheduled to be 
held and hosted by The Museum Of The Earth, Paleontological Research Institution, located in 
Ithaca, New York. 
We have already made preliminary arrangements with the museum to host the meeting at a date in 
spring 2023 to be determined. The museum will provide an excellent venue for the eastern meeting 
and we look forward to returning to an in-person meeting that includes workshops, presentations, field 
trips, and recognition of our section OEST awardees as well as other section individuals recognized 
for their contributions to geoscience education. 

In conclusion, the eastern section continues to serve the members through our Bulletin newsletter, 
recognition awards which include OEST and our own “in-house “ awards, and virtual meetings. 
Section officers communicate on a regular basis though email and the Zoom format. Planning for the 
spring 2023 conference to be held in Ithaca, New York will proceed in hope of running an in person, 
three day event. Covid 19 has restricted and limited our activities; but successful planning and 
management has provided us the means to continue as a contributing section to the overall welfare of 
our members and the NAGT organization. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Steve Lindberg 
NAGT Eastern Section Archivist 
Acting Secretary 

July, 2022 

 



  


