
Plausibility 
and the 

Plausibility Ranking Task



Plausibility: A Refresher



Analysis of Evidence

Strongly supports 

Supports

Has nothing to do 
with/unrelated

Contradicts



Falsifiability



Falsifiability
Examples:

White Swans Black Swans



Falsifiability
Examples:

Spontaneous Generation Univocal Generation



Falsifiability
Examples:

Aristotelian Physics Newtonian Physics



Plausibility
Non-Examples:

Avoid things like 
•Miraculous
•Magical
•Supernatural

Realistic scientific choices



Falsifiability
Examples:

What examples do you have?



What do students do?

Goals:

•Recognize that plausible competing models exist
•Evidence influences plausibility
•Falsifiability is an important scientific concept
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