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The MEL Project Teacher Guide 1.0

This is a guide, but it is also a work in progress.

We hope for and appreciate your contributions.
(index cards)

Updated versions will be found at:
https://serc.carleton.edu/mel/teaching_resources/index.html

https://sites.temple.edu/slrg/bamel-instructional-materials/

https://serc.carleton.edu/mel/teaching_resources/index.html
https://sites.temple.edu/slrg/bamel-instructional-materials/


Section 1: Plausibility Ranking Task

• You’ve heard us talk about it, now 
it’s your turn.
• How do you talk about to your 

students about plausibility? 
Falsifiability?
• How do they talk about them?

• How are these topics articulated 
through your school’s curriculum?
• How would you guide your 

students though this exercise?



Section 2: Model Plausibility Ratings

• Things to watch out for:
• All the same number
• All choices adding to 10

• Some of the models have subtle 
language differences
• Hands up surveys

• Input from you



Section 3: Constructing a 
MEL/baMEL Diagram
Particularly for the baMEL
• Choose models and evidences
• There is a fine line here.  We want 

to proper scaffold them, but we 
don’t want to direct them too 
much.
• Are there other things we can do 

to help kids with 
accommodations?



Section 4: Constructing a 
MEL/baMEl Diagram
Encourage students to be active 
participants in group discussion.
• Active does not necessarily mean 

talking.
• Taking notes would be helpful for 

when they move on to the 
explanation task.
• Of course, it helps us.

What else can we do to help 
them, but not too much?



Section 5: The Explanation Task

• Remind students to be as 
thorough as possible
• Even college students aren’t!

• Ask why they chose “nothing to 
do with”, if they did.
• There are different numbers of 

responses for different MEL’s.
• Have them re-rate all three 

models, even the one they 
didn’t do.
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