
GEO1101.PRINCIPLES OF EARTH SCIENCE LAB 

PROFESSOR	    TEACHING ASST	            	  OFFICE HOURS	CLASS DETAILS (PER SECTION)
Jeff Wilson, PhD    Ms. Jennifer Brinkworth	  SETB 2.410		xxx
956.882.6646	     jennifer.brinkworth2@utb.edu  xxx			SETB 2.260                   
jeff.wilson@utb.edu				[office hours also on SL & by Appt.]
SECOND LIFE INFORMATION
We will be conducting a large portion of this class (including final presentations) within a virtual, 3D computer world known as ‘Second Life’ (SL). You will build your own avatar, and integrate concepts from the class into your online experience. Below are a few links that you will need during the semester. If you have your own laptop or computer at home, install the SL Viewer 2. My ID is Profe Camino and Jen’s is Rainbow Duffield
TEXT AND OTHER MATERIALS
No text is required for the lab. Students should bring a calculator, pencil and a straight edge (ruler) to all labs. Students should have EARPHONES for all Second Life (SL) labs to participate and receive full credit. 
COURSE OUTLINE* 
	Week
	Type1
	Location
	Topic/Activity

	1
	-
	Normal
	Introduction/syllabus discussion
Pre-test (for attendance credit): WAMAP

	2
	LAB1
	Normal
	The Salem Witch Trial: Science? 

	3
	SL1
	EDBC
1.312
	SL LAB#1: Introduction and Avatar
Complete graphing modules: GRAPHING (TMYN)

	4
	LAB2
	Normal
	Scientific Method/Data Analysis: What big shoes you have. 

	5
	SPP1
	Groups
	SPP#1 – Topics, teams and news

	6
	LAB3
	Normal
	Topographic Maps: The Valley
Complete: Reading a point from a curve (TMYN)

	7
	LAB4
	Normal
	Earthquakes

	8
	SL2
	EDBC
1.312
	SL LAB#2: Navigating SL, snapshots, and advanced moves

	9
	LAB5
	Normal
	Vostok Ice Cores and Excel

	10
	SPP2b
	Groups
	SPP#2 – Debates

	11
	LAB5
	Normal
	Inconvenient Lie: Why climate change is the biggest scam in history

	12
	LAB5b
	Normal
	Case study continued.

	13
	SPP3
	Groups
	SPP#3 – Figures and tables.

	14
	SL3
	EDBC
1.312
	SL LAB #3 – making poster backdrops

	15
	SPP4
	Groups
	SPP#4 – Poster production.

	16
	SL4
	EDBC
1.312
	SL LAB #4 – poster practice

	x
	FINAL
	EDBC
1.312
	FINAL POSTER PRESENTATIONS ON SL

	x
	RVW
	n/a
	Peer reviews and final surveys due at start of regular lab time to Ms. Norma Garces, MO1.114.
FINAL post-test (mandatory to receive final grade): WAMAP


 *subject to change at discretion of the Professor. Check Blackboard daily. 1SL Labs will be in EDBC 1.312. SETB Open Lab is also available. Students can use home computers for SL Labs as well. 
EVALUATION/GRADING
	Material
	% of Total 

	Regular Lab write-Ups (5 x 5pts./ea)
	25%

	Special project assignments (4 x 5 pts/ea)
	20%

	Second life assignments (4 x 5 pts/ea)
	20%

	Research Poster presentation final (in Second Life)
	30%

	Participation***
	5%



***You MUST attend every lab. There will be no make-up labs and you will receive a zero for missed labs. Note that every missed lab equals a loss of 1/2 letter grade. 

IMPORTANT DATES
For last day to drop without a grade, drop with W, other dates, click on appropriate semester here: 
http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/pages/current_calendars.aspx
CATALOG DESCRIPTION and RATIONALE
To become familiar, by way of this hands-on laboratory, with diverse topics related to Earth Science.  The lab will seek to supplement material taught in GEOL1301 by providing hands-on exercises and field lessons in a variety of Earth Science topics. 
REGULAR COURSE LECTURES (GEOL1301 Principles of Earth Science) 
This lab will loosely follow the regular course lectures. You are required to be concurrently enrolled in GEOL1301 unless you have already completed the lecture previously with a C or better.  
CLASS POLICIES
Attitude/Ethos/Cell Phones. The classroom is a place of mutual respect towards others and self. Please bring an open and positive attitude to the classroom. If you are not respecting others you will be asked to leave the lecture hall and will not receive credit for any work due during that class period. Under extraordinary circumstances of misconduct and disruption, the Dean may remove a student (forced drop) from the course. Yes, we are all impressed with your new iPhone 3G. However… all cell phones are to be turned off (vibrate is permissible when expecting emergency calls). If it rings, I will answer, put it on speaker, and have a talk with the caller.
Participation & Attendance. Attendance will be taken every lab period and you will be penalized if not present without having made prior arrangements with me.  I must personally (via voice, written message or email) acknowledge your absence PRIOR to the beginning of lab in order for you to avoid being penalized.  ADDITIONALLY, you are responsible for all material covered in lab. Students who attend lab regularly do much better than those who have frequent absences.  Attend every lecture.  Bring your textbook as it will be a handy reference for in-lab exercises. 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 1. Satisfactory Academic Progress (sap) . UTB/TSC monitors academic progress every fall and spring semester to identify those students who are experiencing difficulty with their courses.  Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) is based upon two components:  GPA of 2.0 or higher and successful course completion of at least 70% of course work attempted.  Students remain in good standing with the university and Financial Aid when both criteria are met.  Students who do not maintain these required minimum standards will be placed on probation or suspension as appropriate.  The complete Satisfactory Academic Progress policy and the Undergraduate Satisfactory Academic Progress for Financial Aid policy can be found in the current Undergraduate Catalog.  For more information, please visit http://blue.utb.edu/vpaa/sap/.  2. Scholastic Dishonesty .Students who engage in scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and expulsion from the University.  Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student, or the attempt to commit such acts.  Since scholastic dishonesty harms the individual, all students and the integrity of the University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced. (Board of Regents Rules and Regulations). All scholastic dishonesty incidents will be reported to the Dean of Students.  Do not allow your peers to pressure you to cheat.  Your grade, academic standing and personal reputation are at stake. Students’ Academic Responsibilities. Students are expected to be diligent in their studies and attend class regularly and on time. Students are responsible for all class work and assignments. On recommendation of the instructor concerned and with the approval of the Dean, students may, at any time, be dropped from courses. This may result in a “W” or “F” on the student’s permanent record.3. Emergency Policy Statement. In compliance with the Emergency UTB/TSC Academic Continuity Program, academic courses, partially or entirely, will be made available on the MyUTBTSC Blackboard course management system.  This allows faculty members and students to continue their teaching and learning via MyUTBTSC Blackboard http://myutbtsc.blackboard.com, in case the university shuts down as a result of a hurricane or any other natural disaster. The university will use MyUTBTSC Blackboard to post announcements notifying faculty members and students of their responsibilities as a hurricane approaches our region.  If the university is forced to shut down, faculty will notify their course(s).  To receive credit for a course, it is the student’s responsibility to complete all the requirements for that course.  Failure to access course materials once reasonably possible can result in a reduction of your overall grade in the class. To facilitate the completion of class, most or all of the communication between students and the institution, the instructor, and fellow classmates will take place using the features in your MyUTBTSC Blackboard and UTB email system.  Therefore, all students must use Scorpion Online to provide a current email address.  Students may update their email address by following the link titled “Validate your e-Mail Account” in MyUTBTSC Blackboard Portal.  In the event of a disaster, that disrupts normal operations, all students and faculty must make every effort to access an internet-enabled computer as often as possible to continue the learning process.4. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).Students with disabilities, including learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should notify the Disability Services Office early in the semester so that the appropriate arrangements may be made.  In accordance with federal law, a student requesting accommodations must provide documentation of his/her disability to the Disability Services counselor.  For more information, visit Disability Services in the Lightner Center, call 956-882-7374 or e-mail steve.wilder@utb.edu. 
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