GEOL 1401, Revised July 28, 2012


El PasoCommunity College
Syllabus
Instructor’s Course Requirements



I. Course Number and Instructor Information

GEOL 1401, Principles of Earth Science

Note: This basic syllabus must be supplemented with the appropriate Official Course Description and Course Calendar to be complete. 


INSTRUCTOR'S NAME 	Russell C. Smith
CAMPUS AND OFFICE NUMBER  	VV A2110
TELEPHONE NUMBER  	831-2137
E-MAIL	rsmith74@epcc.edu

OFFICE HOURS:

	Monday
	8:30
	-
	9:00
	
	11:30
	-
	12:00
	
	15:30
	-
	18:00

	Tuesday
	10:00
	-
	11:00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	8:30
	-
	9:00
	
	11:00
	-
	12:00
	
	15:30
	-
	16:00

	Thursday
	11:00
	-
	12:00
	
	16:00
	-
	17:00
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	11:00
	-
	12:00
	
	13:00
	-
	13:30
	
	
	
	



	Other times by appointment.

Notes:
· There are times I must go to committee meetings or to the copy center, etc., and cannot be in my office during the posted times. Let me know if you are coming, if possible. 
· I usually keep my door closed. Please knock.


II. Text and Materials

A. Text. We have two books bound in one volume and this volume is good for both GEOL 1401 and GEOL 1402. This volume is available in the bookstore and copies are on reserve in the library. ***(To be revised with new book titles)***

i. GEOL 1401: Skinner, Brian J, Stephen Porter and Jeffrey Park, Dynamic Earth, 5th Edition, Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2011. 
ii. GEOL 1402: Levin, Harold L., The Earth Through Time, 9th Edition, Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2010. (Only part of this text is included in the single volume.)
Please note: The Skinner book, Dynamic Earth, is the textbook for this course and may be purchased through other sources as a stand-alone volume, if you wish.

B. Required lab manual: Abushagur, Sulaiman, Physical Geology Laboratory Book, Second Edition, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, NJ, 2011. Bring your lab book to class each day.(Be careful to buy the right lab book.)

Some labs have minor calculations. Please bring a small calculator to all classes. Cell phone calculators will not be permitted during exams. 

I have supplemental worksheets for many of the labs which are part of the lab. To get full credit for a lab complete the lab book exercises and the supplemental worksheets.

C. Additional reading will be required from time to time in the form of handouts, articles, etc.

D. A three-ring binder (1½ inch) is highly recommended to organize handouts as well as your notes. The instructor will provide numerous handouts, study sheets and lab supplements throughout the course. 

E. Course Prerequisites: None


III. Grading 
		
A. Grading Scale

Average Grade	Letter Grade
90-100%	A
80-89%	B
70-79%	C
60-69%	D
0-59%	F

B. Grading: This course consists of 500 points:

· Three tests at 100 points each (I drop the lowest of 4):	300	(60%)
· The comprehensive final is worth 100 points:		100	(20%)
· Sixteen labs at 6¼points each: 				100	(20%)
Total points:						500	(100%)

If time and scheduling permit, I may increase the number of tests to five. In that case the course will consist of 600 points:

· Four tests at 100 points each (I drop the lowest of 5):	400	(66.7%)
· The comprehensive final is worth 100 points:		100	(16.7%)
· Sixteen labs at 6 ¼points each: 				100	(16.7%)
Total points:						600	(100%)

Quizzes: I will give quizzes at various times throughout the semester. Quizzes are extra credit and are worth up to 3 points each.

Math modules: Several math modules are required during the first few weeks of the course. These modules are designed to develop and improve some important basic math skills. These are required but are graded as extra credit—up to 3 points each.

Notes: 
· The labs are a very important part of the course grade and early in the semester can inflate your apparent course grade!
· All quizzes and tests will be given during regular class periods. 
· I give no makeup quizzes and only under very rare and extreme cases do I give make ups for tests! You must let me know before the scheduled test date if you will miss and need to do a makeup.
C. Evaluation: The exams will include both lecture and lab material. The final is comprehensive. I do not grade the labs as they are learning tools and are often collaborative activities. You must take the final to pass the course.

D. Labs. The lab credit is based upon the lab book questions, the lab exercises, lab supplements (some labs will have supplementary material provided by the instructor.) and sample identification exercises for the mineral and rock labs.  All parts must be completed to receive full credit. Please note: Making up missed lab sessions is often difficult and sometimes impossible.

E. Late work. Lab exercise due dates will be announced in class. You will not receive full credit for incomplete labs; labs turned in late will receive only half credit.

F. Extra credit. 

i. You may earn up to one point per week added to your total course points by bringing in current articles (this semester) related to Earth science topics (or science in general) and writing a brief paragraph about the main idea of the article and why you think it is significant. Bring in a newspaper article, a website article, etc. with your paragraph. I will accept only one article per week.
ii. Quizzes and math modules are extra credit, up to three points each.
iii. If you attend the optional field trip, you may receive up to five points extra credit by submitting a one-page paper about the trip. Details of the paper will be given in class.

G. CompComputer tutorials. Computer tutorials are available at three campuses: Valle Verde Room A2513, the TM library, and the Northwest Campus in the computer room. Use these tutorials to enhance your understanding of the material.

H. Tutors. Geology tutors are available in room A2514 at the times posted.

IV.	Instructor’s Policies:

Attire: The college has no dress code, but shirt and shoes are appropriate and I expect them for all classes. Clothing with vulgar language is inappropriate. I don’t want to see your underwear, either; you’re not in prison and not in the 8th grade. Dress and act like an adult.

Attendance: 
· Attendance is always optional, but I strongly recommended it. You will find it is much easier to pass the course if you attend each class meeting. 
· Please note: I will present in lecture material that is not in your lab book or textbook.
· Your tuition has given you the right to be in the classroom—exercise that right. Sharing ideas and having discussions with your classmates make learning easier. Also, I can answer questions, point out key points and clarify points as needed.
· Many of the labs require materials set up in the classroom. If you miss class on the day of the set up, you will not be able to successfully complete the lab. 
· I expect you to do the lab exercises to get credit. If you miss the class exercise and then complete it on paper by copying another students material, you will not be given credit for the lab.

Cheating: I will not tolerate cheating. During a test, I expect you to do your own work. I will give a zero to anyone caught cheating on any graded assignment or test. If you get so desperate for a grade that you are tempted to cheat, see the instructor so that we can find an acceptable solution. During exams: Go to the restroom before the exam begins. Once you leave the room, you are done the test. If you take a call on your cell phone, you will get a zero on the test. When you leave the classroom, you are finished with the exam (not toilet breaks allowed; go before the exam). 

All provisions of the Student Code of Conduct apply to this class.

Classroom courtesy: 
· I expect you to participate fully in each class. That means no cell phones, no texting, no browsing the internet, no sleeping, etc. Please be here 100%. (I will not be a classroom cop—I don’t have time for that and I will not interrupt the class to tell you to shape up.)
· Please turn cell phones off at the beginning of each class; vibrate is really not an acceptable option—OFF, please. If you absolutely must take a call, please excuse yourself and leave the classroom.
· If you answer your cell phone during an exam, you will get a zero for that exam.
· If you must leave class early, please let me know ahead of time and excuse yourself when you go.
· Please, no side conversations. The classroom acoustics are such that any conversation carries throughout the room and cannot be ignored. 

Timeliness. The class begins at a scheduled time; please be here on time. 

End of class. Often during the lab exercise portion of the class, I will permit you to leave when you have completed the exercise to my satisfaction. I will clearly indicate when you may leave. I expect you to stay for the entire class. If you must leave early, please let me know in advance.

Classroom environment: I will maintain a classroom free of sexual harassment, criminal activity, threats of violence, and discrimination based upon protected characteristics. The El Paso County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, age, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

All members of the class should feel safe and free to express their opinions. You may hold and express, even vehemently, controversial or unpopular opinions. All of us in the classroom will respect each other, refrain from vulgar and degrading language, observe what society accepts as proper public decorum and maintain civil behavior during our discussions.

Disabilities: If you have a disability that requires accommodation, you may contact the Center for Students with Disabilities (one at each campus) or call 831-2426. In accordance with federal law, it is the student’s responsibility to speak to a counselor at the Center for Students with Disabilities and provide proof of the disability. All discussions and documentation are kept confidential. I will be told only what accommodation you are entitled to; I will not be given any information about your disability.

Drops: I will not drop you. If you wish to drop the course because you are not doing well, meet with me for a conversation. I will not give you a hard time. There may be options that we can work out to improve your grade. I am interested in you learning this material and will work with you when I can. Please, let’s talk; there may be options.

Field trip: A one-day field trip will be scheduled for a Saturday or Sunday during the semester. The field trip is optional, but is usually interesting and fun. 

What I expect of you: I have found that students can be very successful and easily pass the course with at least a C and often a B or an A if you
· Attend all classes and take notes.
· Read all assignments, preferably several times.
· Complete all labs.
· Study for tests and quizzes (the book and your notes) and take all tests.
· Ask questions when you don’t understand.
· Bring your lab book to every class.
· Bring pens, pencils and everything else needed.
· Come to class prepared.

Rounding of grades: I always round up. For example, an 89.3 becomes a 90.

Study groups: I strongly encourage you to form study groups. 

Studying: Research and practice have shown that studying is most effectively accomplished if you develop the habit of studying at the same time each day or days. Habits can keep you on pace. All courses are to some degree a language course; learn the words, learn the concepts.

1. Teaching philosophy: Your learning in this course is your responsibility. I will do everything I can to assist you in learning the material and completing the course successfully, but your success in this course is your responsibility. You will find that the course material is straight forward, interconnected, usually logical and generally easy to understand.

The key to learning this material is repetition! Expose yourself to this material over and over as many times and as frequently as you can. Seize five and ten minute opportunities to review. Studies show that students need at least three exposures to material to learn it. 

I expect you to come to class prepared; that is, with your lab book, with the assignment read if one was assigned, and with the tools you need for the class (pencils, paper, calculator (sometimes), etc.). 

Official Course Description. The official course description is attached and is also available on the college website: www.epcc.edu. 

Calendar. The attached calendar is subject to change.


The final exam for my class is:	________________________________________


	Day
	Date
	Class
	Topic

	
	
	
	Note: This calendar will vary.

	Monday
	27-Aug
	1
	Introduction

	Wednesday
	29-Aug
	2
	Hypothesis-Theory-Law, Lab 1

	Monday
	3-Sep
	
	Holiday--No class

	Wednesday
	5-Sep
	3
	Lecture Lab 1: maps

	Monday
	10-Sep
	4
	Lecture Lab 1: maps

	Wednesday
	12-Sep
	5
	Lecture Lab 2: Plate Tectonics

	Monday
	17-Sep
	6
	Lab 2 continued, go over lab 1

	Wednesday
	19-Sep
	7
	Lecture: Heat transfer & Lab 3, go over lab 2

	Monday
	24-Sep
	8
	lab 3 continued, quiz lab 2

	Wednesday
	26-Sep
	9
	Test 1: labs 1 & 2

	Monday
	1-Oct
	10
	lab 3, mineral boxes and samples

	Wednesday
	3-Oct
	11
	Igneous Rocks lab 4

	Monday
	8-Oct
	12
	Volcanoes and Igneous Rocks

	Wednesday
	10-Oct
	13
	lab 3 quiz & Sedimentary Rocks

	Monday
	15-Oct
	14
	lab 4 quiz, Environments of Deposition, Sedimentary Rocks

	Wednesday
	17-Oct
	15
	Test 2: labs 1 thru 4 with mineral & igneous rock samples

	Monday
	22-Oct
	16
	Metamorphic rocks

	Wednesday
	24-Oct
	17
	Lecture lab 7 structure, quiz lab 5

	Monday
	29-Oct
	18
	Quiz lab 6, lecture lab 8--Earthquakes

	Wednesday
	31-Oct
	19
	Test 3:  labs 1 thru 6 with mineral and rock samples

	Monday
	5-Nov
	20
	Lecture Lab 8, Earthquakes, quiz lab 7

	Wednesday
	7-Nov
	21
	Lecture lab 9--Geotime

	Friday
	7-Nov
	22
	Lecture absolute time and Lab 10, mass wasting, quiz lab 8

	Monday
	12-Nov
	23
	Lecture lab 11 streams

	Wednesday
	16-Nov
	
	Last day to drop with a "W"

	Monday
	19-Nov
	24
	Lecture lab 12 groundwater, quiz labs 9 & 10

	Wednesday
	23-Nov
	25
	Lecture lab 13 glaciers & lab 16

	Monday
	26-Nov
	26
	Test 4: labs 7-8-9-10

	Wednesday
	30-Nov
	27
	lecture lab 16 Weather, quiz labs 11 & 12

	Monday
	3-Dec
	28
	lecture lab 16 Weather & lab 14 deserts

	Wednesday
	7-Dec
	29
	lecture lab 15 Oceans

	Wednesday
	14-Dec
	
	Final at 9:00 a.m. (At the same time as class.)

	
	
	
	Final at 1:00 p.m. (At the same time as class.)





