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Grading:  The final grade will be based on the total points earned from the following:


Two Exams (100 pts), a math skills test (27 pts) and a final (75 pts), for a total of 175,


14 Reading Quizzes worth a total of 220 pts,

9 Practical Exercises worth a total of 225 pts, and


Discussion Board participation worth 270 pts, for a grand total of 917 pts.

Grade Scale:  A: 815 or above;  B: 705-814;  C: 570-704;  D: 460-569;  E: <460
   The grades will be available via BlackBoard all during the summer session.

Greetings!  Welcome to the only online geology course at MSU!  I hope that you find it rewarding.  If you are not familiar with the format, it entails a moderate amount of self-study and requires a good bit of motivation.  This one should not seem too hectic as I think I have paced it reasonably.  I will be relying on several reading quizzes and some exams for assessment, plus discussions and some more involved “labs” or exercises.  
Blackboard:  It is assumed that you know the basics of Blackboard, and how to navigate.  Don’t let yourself get overly frustrated if you have a problem. Make use of the discussion boards or send me an email.  You’ll find that the answers are usually quite simple.  Most files are PDF files, which may be rather large, so have patience with loading. 
Objectives: 


A:  Natural Science 2 General Education Objectives:


1)  Read college –level critical, creative, and technical texts for comprehension.

2)  Convey quantitative and qualitative relationships using symbols, equations, graphs and tables.

3)  Recognize and effectively utilize both deductive and inductive reasoning.

4)  Comprehend and apply basic scientific, quantitative, and technological methods andf knowledge of natural systems to the solution of scientific problems.

5)  Employ scientific methods and theories to analyze and address open and debated questions in the sciences.

6)
Analyze explanations to classify them as scientific or nonscientific.


B: Objectives Specific to This Course:

1) Build content knowledge of fundamental tectonic, geomorphic, and atmospheric processes.

2) Strengthen your analytical skills, and use the appropriate terminology in your writing.

3) Understand ties between elements of the physical landscape and those of human existence.

4) Increase your awareness and appreciation of the very environment that allows us to live.

5) Work toward establishing a thoughtful position with respect to the environment

Expectations:  If you’ve never taken a fully online course before, it is more than simply reading notes.  The “desired student outcomes” are identical to those of a face-to-face course, so you still need to know the material.  Even though it is not perhaps necessary, you should check back to BlackBoard AT LEAST every other day, to look for announcements, corrections, clarifications, etc. I strive to make everything as clear as I can, but there are inevitably questions.  I will address these with an announcement or other communication, so check back often.  If it works, pick a time every other day just like a regular class to at least check on things.  I also expect responsibility.  Blackboard is a VERY stable platform, and does not have a habit of “going down” the night before an assignment is due.  It also works with all computer systems, provided they have access to the internet.  If you have any technical problems with Blackboard, call the Information Technology Office at 606-783-5000.  Explain the problem and they are very good about helping.
Attendance:  Of course, there is no true attendance in the class, but participation is important.  One of the most important ways that people learn is through talking and discussion.  So… a vital part of this will be the “Discussion Boards”.  I will be posting two or three questions for each of the units on the discussion board.  The assignment will consist of you posting a response to each question, and responding to other postings for each question.  These postings should be substantive!  It is not as hard as you think, especially if you’ve read the material.  Also, use the discussion boards to ask for help.  I’ll try to be in my office every day between 2-4pm, and will keep abreast of the discussion board for questions that I can answer about concepts.  I will be placing each of you in groups of five for the purposes of discussion.  There will not be any “group work” as such, but simply discussion in small groups.  It will make it a lot easier to keep track of the various threads for you that way.
Learning Units:  This class will be self-paced, although with some restriction.  The material is broken into “Learning Units”, each one with a particular topic.  These are present in the “Assignments” section. You may move through the unit as quickly as you wish, but the next unit will not be available until a certain date.  Likewise, each unit will close at a certain time, never to be open again.  This will keep everybody on the same topic.  Units will open at 6am on specified Mondays, and will close at Midnight on the specified Wednesdays, providing about 10 days for each unit.  See the time table below for the dates.  The exception will be the Final Assessment.  It will open on Monday, but will close on Friday.  The “Activities” will be in both PDF and Word formats, which you should be able to open, answer the questions, and then re-post the files, or send them to me by email.  If you have a tablet PC, you can write right on them.  The PDFs are more of a problem since about all you can do is open and print them.  You can also send finished exercises to me through campus mail, drop them off in the Main office in the Space Science Center, or FAX them to me (606-783-5040).  Another way would be to photograph them and send the digital copy to me.  I’ll take things any way you can get them to me.  Just make sure they’re legible.
Assessments:  The word “test” or “assessment” seems to strike fear into people, and make them not function very well.  I don’t really have a response to this, except to say, “try not to sweat it.”  The “homework” and “assessments” will look and feel the same.  In fact, they are made the same way.  So don’t let the psychology of the words mess you up.  There will be a slight difference, however.  The reading quizzes will allow you to take as long as you want, save it, come back to it, whatever.  The assessments will be set for one attempt, and you will not be able to save them and come back.  Pay attention to what you’re doing.  If you’re doing a READING QUIZ and you want to save it till later, DO NOT CLICK SUBMIT!!!  Click Save.  Otherwise, you’ve just said “I’m done” to Blackboard, and you can’t go back.
Alternate Plans in the event of technical failure:  After saying that Blackboard is super-stable, now let me describe what to do if the sky falls.  If there is a total system failure, we will rely on email, cumbersome as it is.  There is nothing I can’t send by email as an attachment.  Now, this is not a license to decide that your computer has failed and that I need to have special plans for a single student.  If there is a technical problem, contact the IT Office at 606-783-5000.  If the system does go down, I’ll know about it, and I will be amenable to special plans.  Part of the responsibility as a student is to be sure that you can take care of the class, even if it means using a different computer.  
Course Contingency Plan:  In the event that Morehead State University is closed for an extended period or in the event that the instructor is unable to meet during scheduled hours for an extended period, the following course contingency plan will be implemented.
Through BlackBoard, students will have access to all assignments and course materials. Students will continue working on assignments, continue readings and engage in discussions on Blackboard as scheduled.  Assignments will be due as scheduled.  An alternate instructor will facilitate the Blackboard activities in the event that the instructor is unable to facilitate due to illness.

Students who are unable to complete the work because of illness must arrange a schedule with the instructor for completion of assignments. If a student is ill, they will communicate that to the instructor and if work cannot be made up by the time grades are due, the student and instructor will make arrangements for an "I".
Special Needs:  In compliance with the ADA, all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety. Though a request for services may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the start of the semester. To receive accommodations and services the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188, www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/
Academic honesty:  Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism or helping others to commit these acts will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty will result in severe disciplinary action including, but not limited to, failure of the student assessment item or course, and/or dismissal from MSU.  If you are not sure what constitutes academic dishonesty, read The Eagle: Student Handbook or ask your instructor.  The policy is located at http://www.morehead-st.edu/units/studentlife/handbook/academicdishonesty.html.  For example: copying information from the Internet is plagiarism if appropriate credit is not given.
Have a nice semester!
SYLLABUS
	Dates
	Topic
	Chapter

	August 18 - 29
	Unit 1 – Methods of Science

Discussion (30 pts)

Reading Quiz – Syllabus (20 pts)
Math Skills Pre-test (9 pts – Extra Credit)
Exercise – Basic Inquiry (20 pts)
Exercise – Unit Conversions (15 pts)
	

	August 27 - Sept 5
	Unit 2 – Energy Flow in the Earth System

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)
Exercise – Rates (15 pts)
	2

	September 3 - 12
	Unit 3 – Plate Tectonics

Discussion (10 pts)

Reading Quiz (20 pts)

Exercise – Plate Boundaries (20 pts)
Exercise – Graphing (15 pts)
	2, 4

	September 10 - 19
	Unit 4 – Earthquakes

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)

Exercise – Seismic Analysis (20 pts)
	3

	September 17 - 26
	Unit 5 – Tsunami

Discussion (10 pts)

Reading Quiz (20 pts)
	5, 8

	September 24 - 28
	EXAM  I  (50 pts)
 Math Skills Post-test (27 pts)
	

	Sept 24 – Oct 3
	Unit 6 – Volcanoes
Discussion (10 pts)

Reading Quiz – (15 pts)

Exercise – Volcano Evaluation (20 pts)
	6, 7

	October 1 - 10
	Unit 7 – Mass Movement
Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz – (15 pts)

Exercise – Mass Movement (20 pts)
	15

	October 8 - 17
	Unit 8 – Weather
Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz – (15 pts)

Exercise – Weather Maps (15 pts)
	9


	Dates
	Topic
	Chapter

	October 15 - 24
	Unit 9 – Severe Weather

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)
	10

	October 22 - 31
	Unit 10 – Hurricanes

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)

Exercise – Hurricanes (20 pts)
	11

	October 29 – Nov 2
	EXAM  II  (50 pts)
	

	October 29 – Nov 8
	Unit 11 – Floods & Stream Control

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)

Exercise – Discharge & Flood Recurrence (20 pts)
	13

	November 5 - 14
	Unit 12 – Fire

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)
	14

	November 12 - 20
	Unit 13 – Climate

Discussion (20 pts)
	12

	November 19 - 28
	Unit 14 – Climate Change

Discussion (20 pts)

Reading Quiz (15 pts)

Exercise – Sea Level Change (20 pts)
	12

	Nov 26 – Dec 5
	Unit 15 – Asteroid Impact

Discussion (10 pts)

Reading Quiz (10 pts)
	16

	Dec 7 - 14
	FINAL  EXAM  (75 pts) [Comprehensive]
	


