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The Grinnell Science Project Pre-Orientation is still three months away, but planning has already begun.  In this program, the college invites a group of about 100 incoming students who express interest in the sciences and who come from groups that are traditionally under-represented in the sciences (primarily students of color and first-generation college students) to come to campus a week early, meet each other, get to know the campus and the science building, and meet some science faculty.  Not all of these students typically accept our invitation, but we anticipate a large group this year and are starting our recruiting for faculty volunteers early.  We will need help from across the science division, and there are ways to get involved at many levels.  We would like volunteers (at least one from each department) for several responsibilities detailed below.  

If you are able to help out, please let Jacob Willig-Onwuachi (willig@grinnell.edu) know as soon as you can to assist with our planning. Thank you.
Dinner --Saturday 8/18--6:15 pm to 7:30 pm--Faculty act as informal hosts for dinner at the Rosenfield Center to meet and chat with students and their families on the day they arrive.  We want to make sure that each table has at least one faculty member there (so we especially need extra help with this).  We plan to meet in the Noyce Elbow at 6pm (1st floor) and go over together to the Rosenfield Center.

Lab Experiences --Tuesday 8/21 and Wednesday 8/22--1:00 pm to 3:15 pm--One or two faculty from each department lead a small group of students in a laboratory exercise for two consecutive afternoons.  

Working the System, Panel discussion on approaching your first Math/Science class--Wednesday 8/22—9:00 am to 10:30 am.  Faculty participants asked to prepare 5 min discussion of what the introductory course[s] in their department are like--exams, labs, problem sets, papers-plus any words of advice for success.
Other events-- (contact Jacob if interested and he can provide specifics about times/locations) Faculty and their families are also welcome to join us for several other social events.  These include the Krumm hike (Sunday am), CERA bonfire (Sunday pm), and final banquet (Thursday pm).  On Friday evening (8/24) you are welcome to join us for a barn dance for the students participating in pre-orientation programs (GSP, international and multicultural orientation programs).  We use an actual local barn for the event!  

One final comment.  These students are not selected because of any academic weaknesses, and many of them are among the strongest students at Grinnell. We hope you'll see this as an opportunity to get some very good students interested in your department as well as a service to the Grinnell Science Project! 
