What is Service Learning?

A service learning class is a class in which students complete a service project 
that helps satisfy the academic objectives of a course while serving a 
genuine need of an organization. In this class, our research-oriented service 
project will help you understand community problems from an economic 
perspective. You will develop a richer understanding of how the theories and 
methods taught in economics classes are applied (and sometimes challenged!) in 
the real world.  It is important that you understand and accept that the project we 
complete as a class may seem very different from other service projects in which 
you may have participated.  You may anticipate that in a service learning class 
that studies housing, we will don our grubbiest clothes and our carpentry belts and 
focus our collective energy on a day or two of raising some roofs. However, this 
is an economics class and I’m not Ty Pennington.

In order to satisfy the objectives of service learning, the bulk of our service 
project will require us to develop research skills used by economists to 
examine issues taught in a conventional public economics class. This means 
that a fair amount of our service may not be conducted at any off-campus 
site. 
Also, since service cannot come at the expense of required course 
content, there 
will be plenty of occasions where we will be covering core 
public economics 
topics in the more typical classroom manner. 

It is important for service learning participants to be open-minded, cooperative, 
and 
willing to accommodate change. We may encounter roadblocks, we may 
find the order of class readings and lectures needs to be shuffled as our 
objectives and methodologies become clearer, and we may find that 
answers to our questions only lead to more 
questions (that, being responsible, 
we should try to address before turning our product 
in).  Knowing when to bend 
with the wind is a life skill, and service learning experiences often demand 
and develop this skill in ways that traditional classroom experiences do not. 
We all need to demonstrate the maturity necessary to address the obstacles that 
are a 
reality of service learning without compromising the academic goals of the 
course or any 
other classmate's experience. 
