One way you can prepare to participate in discussions about class readings is to prepare some interpretative and evaluative questions for the group.  
What is an interpretative question, and what makes for a good interpretative question?  An interpretive question asks that people determine what an author means by something.  Hansen and Salemi (1998) write that a really good interpretative question should:

· not just quote a line or two from the text,
· require that the facts provided in the text itself and/or in the other readings you have done so far for the class can be used to help you find the answer,

· allow for more than one class member to contribute to the discussion (the question must be "meaty" enough so that after one student addresses it, others can augment that response or offer their own, different interpretation of the author), and 

· be a question you really care about working toward an answer to.

What is an evaluative question?  An evaluative question allows group members to consider something from the reading in terms of their own experience.  A good evaluative question allows for answers that involve one's values, but respondents to these questions should try not to offer opinions they can't back up with evidence.


How can you respectfully participate in class discussions? Hansen and Salemi (1998) suggest the following:
· come prepared, having completed the readings and assembled your questions,

· listen carefully and respectfully to your peers,

· ask for help when you are confused,

· be willing to change your mind,

· stay on the topic, and
· make your point as efficiently as possible and then let the discussion move forward.
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