Service Learning Public Economics

Course Description and Objectives

Public economics examines the spending and taxing behaviors of governments.  In this 
class, the tools of microeconomics are applied to the study of such issues as public goods and externalities, income redistribution, poverty, social security, health care, education, housing, and government revenue generation. In addition to this traditional material, you will learn about the activities of local non-profit organizations and community groups as well, and we will begin to understand the role they play in assisting the community with the achievement of social welfare objectives.  This is a service-learning course, and throughout the semester you will be required to participate in and reflect on a class-wide service project that will support the efforts of the Lynchburg Neighborhood Development Foundation (LNDF, at http://www.lndf.org) and the City of Lynchburg's Community Planning and Development Department (at http://www. http://www.lynchburgva.gov/).

The interrelated goals of this course are:

1. to increase your knowledge of public taxing and spending activities (particularly those of the U.S.) by learning and applying economic tools that are useful in the evaluation of such activities both in the U.S. and elsewhere,

2. to identify community arenas where this knowledge of public economics is relevant, 

3. to give you, through both the service experience and visits with individuals working in the areas of housing and urban revitalization, an opportunity see and experience how researchers establish objectives and address constraints, how they collect, interpret, and report research, and  how they implement projects on the basis of their findings,

4. to complete a service project related to local housing that uses and enhances your skills in public economics while providing meaningful support to a community organization, and

       5.
       for you to reflect on and make connections among what we’re covering in the 
       traditional classroom setting, learning from guests and trips, and 
          
 
       accomplishing as part of our service.

