Economics 230
Local Economic Development

Spring 2007
Instructor: 

Professor Nancy Brooks
231 Old Mill

Email: Nancy.Brooks@uvm.edu
Phone: 656-0946

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 and Wednesdays 2:30-3:30 and by appt. 
Teaching Assistant:

Kathy McNamara

103B Morrill Hall
Email: Kathleen.mcnamara@uvm.edu
Phone: 656-0095

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:00
Overview:

This course examines the theory and practice of local economic development through a service-learning partnership with Burlington’s Community Economic Development Office (CEDO).   Local economic development refers to the process in which local governments and community institutions, both public and private, act to stimulate or maintain local economic well-being and quality of life for residents. This course will (1) survey the various goals, strategies, methods, institutions and policies involved in local economic development and (2) provide service to CEDO.
Goals:

1. Develop a strong understanding of the theory and practice of local economic development. 

2. Strengthen or develop student skills in (a) analysis, interviewing, surveys, and other research methods, (b) writing, presentation, and other forms of communication, and (c) working independently and in teams. 

3. Provide findings to CEDO that can contribute to the well-being of the Burlington economy. 
4. Contribute to the building of lasting partnerships between CEDO, the community and UVM.  

Projects and Service:

With regard to our service to CEDO, students in this course will

1. Collect data to create an updated Jobs and People to enable at better understanding of economic trends and conditions in Burlington. 

2.  Pilot an updated business survey about state of local economy.

3.  Pilot an updated survey of Burlington residents on their quality of life. 

4.  Develop infrastructure to enable a long-term relationship between CEDO and UVM so that the work above can continue beyond this course.
Course Format and Requirements:

1. The course will have both a traditional lecture structure and a “task force” structure.  A typical week will have a class devoted to learning about an aspect of the theory of local economic development; a class to learn relevant skills needed to be effective in our service-learning work and a class where we primarily work as a “task force.”  In our role as a “task force” we will be charged with the responsibility of aiding CEDO on a set of economic development projects.  Each class meeting on the syllabus will be labeled with an L for lecture, SW for skill work or TF for task force to designate its primary focus.  
2. Class members will be in a small teams (5-6 members) assigned to focus on a particular project. 
3. Since the success of the task force depends on the contributions of all members, and each member needs to be kept abreast of the work of others, class attendance is mandatory.  
4. Each class member will keep a journal recording questions, ideas, information, reflections, and other entries related to the class and the topics under study. The instructor and TA will regularly review the journal.  A significant part of your learning in this course will come from the quality of your journaling activities.  In a course with a substantial experiential component you will find that you will learn not only by doing/experiencing but by reflecting on what you have done.
5. Students will be expected to participate in the class discussion board.  
6. Students individually will prepare regular assignments/problem sets related to the analysis and understanding of the local economic development.
7. Student teams will make regular progress reports to the class, prepare their own written team reports, and work together to prepare and present a final report for CEDO. 
8. Students will be expected to attend and/or participate in city council meetings, neighborhood planning meetings, community dinners, regional planning meetings that can inform them about the various venues in which economic and community development is discussed and developed. 

Course Evaluation: 


Attendance, journals and discussion board activity-25%

Problem Sets-25%

Project-50%
Textbook and Readings:
There is no required text for this course.  The readings will be available through e-reserves or they will be emailed to you.   
We will use several chapters from the following two books. You may purchase these books if you want.  
1. Blakely, E. and T. Bradshaw, Planning Local Economic Development: Theory and Practice, 3rd edition, 2002, Sage Publications.
2. Fitzgerald, Joan and Nancey Green Leigh, Economic Revitalization: Cases and Strategies for City and Suburbs, 2002, Sage Publications.   
Outline:
Week 1: Introduction 
1. (L) Overview of local economic development. What do we mean by “local economic development.”  What are the goals of local economic development? 

Readings:  (1) Mier, Robert and Richard Bingham, Metaphors of Economic Development 
2. (TF) Introduction to Burlington’s economy



Readings: Jobs and People III
3. (SW) Community Building activity and an introduction to Service Learning. 

In preparation for our team building work in week 2, please do the survey at www.truecolorscareer.com/quiz.asp
Week 2: 
1. (L) Theories of urban growth, individual and business location decisions, clustering and agglomeration economies


Readings: (1) Blakely and Bradshaw, ch. 3.


                 (2) O’Sullivan, Arthur, Ch.5 of Urban Economics


     (3)  
Revitalizing Weak Market Cities, Brookings



2. (SW) Reflection and journaling, discussion of “true colors”
3. (TF) SWOT analysis for Burlington and project discussion

Week 3: 
1. (L) Why is government involvement needed in local economic development?  Can public policy affect economic development? History of CEDO. 
Readings: (1) Bartik, Timothy, The Market Failure Approach to Regional Economic Development Policy


(2) Bartik, Timothy, Who Benefits from State and Local Economic Development Policy ch. 1 and 2. 

(3) Clavel, Pierre, ch.5 of The Progressive City
      2.   (SW) Team Building activity and our Task force stucture
3.   (TF) Meeting with CEDO 
Week 4: 
1. (L) Brief History of Local Economic Development Policy and Fiscal Federalism and Local Economic Development

Readings: (1) Fitzgerald and Leigh, ch. 1

(2) O’Connor, Alice, Swimming Against the Tide: A Brief History of Federal Policy in Poor Communities
2. (SW) Work plan development and project management 
3. (TF) Develop work plan in task force groups
Week 5: 
1. (L) What is community development? How is it related to economic development?

Readings: (1) Ferguson, R. and W. Dickens, Urban Problems and Community Development, Ch. 1. 



(2) Putnam. Robert, Bowling Alone, Chs. 1, 16, 18 and 19.    
   

2. (SW) Data Collection and Analysis
3. (TF)  Groups report to class on their work plan.
Week 6: 

1. (L) The Local Economic Development Profession. A typology of public and private organizations involved in economic development.

Readings: (1) Blakely and Bradshaw Ch. 12 

2. (SW) Basics on how to survey and interview

Week 7: 


1. 
(L) Planning a Local Economic Development Strategy.  An overview of various local economic development strategies and tools. 



Readings: (1) Blakely and Bradshaw, Chs. 4-6. 

(2) Bartik, Timothy, Local Economic Development Policies, Upjohn Institute Working Paper #03-91

(3) A Beginner’s Guide to Accountable Development 


(4) Reese, Laura and David Fasenfest, What Works Best? Values and the Evaluation of Local Economic Development Policy
At this point our skill work and task force activities will be determined by your needs as you work on your projects.  We will include skill work sessions on presentation skills and report writing.  

Week 8: 

1. (L) The Creative Economy 

Readings: (1) Florida, Richard, selected chapters from The Creative Economy


(2)Loner, Michael, An Introduction to the Creative Economy in Burlington. VT. 

Week 9: 
1. (L) Tools of Local Economic Development:  State and Local Tax Policy
Readings: (1) Blakely and Bradshaw, Ch. 8. 

 (2) Wasylenko, Michael, Taxation and Economic Development: The State of   the Economic Literature. 


 (3)Ledebur, Larry and Douglas Woodward, Adding a Stick to the Carrot: Location Decisions with Clawbacks, Rescissions and Recalibrations.


(4) Ihlanfeldt, Keith, Ten Principles for State Tax Incentives.  
Week 10: 
1. (L) Tools of Local Economic Development: Land Reuse, Brownfield redevelopment, Enterprise zone programs and other place-based policies. 
Readings: (1) Blakely and Bradshaw, Ch. 7

     (2) Peters, Alan and Peter Fisher, State Enterprise Zone Programs, ch. 2 and 9.




      (3) Fitzgerald and Leigh, ch. 3, 5 and 6

Week 11:

1. 
(L) Tools of Local Economic Development: Education and Workforce Development



Readings: (1) Blakely and Bradshaw, Ch. 9



                 (2) Fitzgerald and Leigh, ch. 7


Week 12:

1.
(L) Tools of Local Economic Development: Infrastructure Development


Readings: (1) Arsen, D. Is there really an Infrastructure/Economic Development Link?
Week 13: Finishing up our projects. Trial runs of our presentations and final editing of papers.   

Week 14: Final Presentations, Celebration of our Work and Wrap-up!
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