Final Reflection Essay and Course Evaluation

In preparation for our last, and extremely important, class meeting on Tuesday, December 10 at 5:00, please give some thoughts to the following questions about this course.  You should include these thoughts in a final reflection essay about the course as well as think about them in preparation for the classroom discussion.

1. What were the most important things that you learned from this course:

a. about the subject matter and related topics (theories of and methods used in community economic development, evaluation, institutionalization, Burlington’s economy, role of UVM as an economic engine etc.)

b. about yourself? About others? About the learning process you went through?

2.  Why do you think these “learnings” stand out for you? 

3.  What were the key elements or experiences of this course that helped you learn these things?  Were there key readings, discussions, presentations, fieldwork etc.? How do you think they helped you learn? 

4. What did you hope to learn from this course that you did not?  Why do you think you didn’t learn these things?

5. What elements of this course do you feel might have stood in the way of your learning? 

6.  Compare this course with other courses that you have had of a similar enrollment and level but without the field study/service-learning aspect.  List and discuss all the pros and cons of this course compared to these others. 

7. Suppose that you will be teaching this course in the future.  List and discuss changes you would make in the course. 

